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..... Poreordained 
"By Ellen’ Hamlin Butler 


1 Kings 18 : 16-40 


WATCHED afar earth’s battle flame, 
In-bitter mood, 
And thought of many a hero-name 
Noble and. good : 
Statesman and warrior, seer and knight, 
To whom God gave 
His spirit of resistless might - 
To guide or save. 
*“* Dear Christ,’”’ I said, “in this dark hour 
Wouli I might serve with grace and power!” 


Then cried a voice within my heart, 
_ My grace is thine, 

And for this day of woe thou art 
By choice divine 

O-dained thy humble part to bear, 
And.-to bestow 

Some gift made great by faith and prayer. 
Fail not, for know ’ 

That service thine, alone must te, 

God kept it for this age and thee.” 








Unhurried Kindliness 
Sitting on the edge of the chait, with watch in 
hand, is not a favorable attitude for showing how glad 


we are to be of service to one who is before us. Any 
sign of detachment from the need under discussion, 
any open or furtive anxiety to get away, will take the 
heart out of our words of sympathy or counsel: - The 
teacher who calls at a pupil’s home, hurries in, has 
just a moment, and shows it, and is away again, may 
think that a visit has been made, but the boy and’ his 
mother do not. ‘The ‘pastor who never : has time to 
let parishioners ‘tell ‘him their problenis fully is the 
one they will cease to consult. Phillips Brooks’ hold 


- on young men came. partly from his willingness to 


give them unhurried attention, and his easy-chair was 
a hint to them that he really wanted to have fellow- 
ship with them, and not the briefest possible inter- 
view. Yet Bishop Brooks was as busy as most men 
can be. Our Lord was thronged with claims upon 
his time, but how many tender, unhurried, satisfying 
times of fellowship he had with’ individuals! Kind- 
ness and counsel are doubled in value if not given in 
grudging watchfulness of the clock. 


a 
What is a Moral Question? 


Nothing that a Christian touches is outside his 
spiritual life. A Christian woman who has suffered 
injury from drinking coffee said to a friend that she did 
not regard the use of coffee as a moral question. 
‘*Why,”’ her friend answered, ‘‘playing tennis is a 
moral question ; eating potatoes is a moral question."’ 
It is either right or wrong for every Christian to do the 
thing he is doing at this moment, and that makes it a 
‘*moral question.’’ © But it is more than that: itis a 
part of his spiritual experience. For we are to do all 
things—eating, drinking, playing, :-working,—in the 
name of Christ, - giving glory to God. The simple test, 
therefore, of any.act of a:Christian's life is: does it 
glorify God ; does it show to tne world His character? 


a“ 


“In This Dark Field” . 

Out of the blackest night God brings the bright. 
est light. ‘Whete sin abounds, grace much more a- 
bounds. This is our certainty of present victory in 
the midst of what may have been the worst failure 


of our life; and this is the work also that God is do: ‘ 


ing in the midst of the blackest parts of this sin-cursed 
earth. A missionary of the Inland South America 
Missionary Union who recently entered upon work 
among the Indians of Paraguay, a part of the ‘‘ neg: 
lected continent’’. where hosts are going down uncared 
for into eternal death, writes back an eager expression of 
her trust ‘‘that. the United» States Council may bé 
mightily used in«preparing the bride of: Christ in this 
dark field.’’ - Out of that darkness of death Christ is 


’ 


< 


calling those who areto be made, now and here, actual 
members of his own body.. And we can help Him in 
this miracle work by our intercession for them. 


x 
Friendly Teaching 


Instruction is often increased a thousandfold in 
value if it is given without rebuke or ridicule, Many 
have refrained from asking questions because of their 
fear of betraying an ignorance that would be laughed 
at. And many, when they have been sharply re- 
buked_ by friends—perhaps indirectly—for their ig- 
norance, have resolved not to ask enlightenment again 
from those friends. There is an exquisite touch about 
the way our best Friend deals with such questions : 
‘‘If any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of God, 
who giveth to all liberally and upbratdeth not."' Lib- 
erally and without upbraiding is God's way,—and the 
way of friends who show his spirit. | 


What Do You Think of Prayer? 


Whatever place prayer has in eur thought it will 
have in our daily life. Many of us are self-deceived 
as to this. -We like to think that we believe in prayer, 
in its efficacy, its high privilege, its spiritual atmos- 
phere. And if any one should ask what we think of 
prayer, it would be easy to give a voluble answer, 
But the only sound answer to that question is what we 
do about prayer, what actual place it has in our prac- 
tises. If it is there on a liberal scale, then it evi- 
dently has its high place in our thought If it is 
scanty and formal, or 4 mere spasm of occasional 
yearning after God, when perhaps we feel particu- 
larly unequal to the day, it has a vety secondary ‘an 
insecure ‘place in our thought. Andrew Murray 
writes: ** Where the child’ of God really lives and 
walks in the Spirit, where he is not content to remain 
carnal, but seeks to be spiritual, in everything a fit 
organ for the Divine Spirit to reveal the life of Christ 
and Christ Hiimself, there the never ceasing interces- 
sion-life of the Blessed, Son cannot but reveal and 
repeat itself in our experience.’’ Let us not put opin- 
ions about prayer into the place of praying. 
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The Story of the Snow-Breath 


TRAIGHT as.a level drawn with some mighty 
ruler across the Swiss mountains lies the snow- 
line. - Up at eight thousand feet above the sea 

it stretches, dappling first the gray hollows, and mass- 
ing higher up into glaciers that look, when they glisten 
with the sun, like steps up to the very throne of God 
in their intense purity. 

Down in the valleys you look up at them aud won- 
der ; up in the hills you breathe their breath ; and no 
one who has breathed that breath of ice and snow in 
the higher Alps can ever feel quite satisfied with the 
air Of the valley again. As soon as you see those 
snowy heights your whole being craves to be there, — 
just. as near to them as you can come, where every 
inhalation is a flood of life. -For the snow purity is 
an active, energizing force : it is a purity that puri- 
fies, slaying by its presence the germs that make for 
death, 

The very memory of it seems to bring a rush of 
freshness*into heavy days in the microbe-haunted 
streets and lanes of the city; you seem to bear the 
tinkle ‘of the cow-bells, and get a waft of oxygen 
through your being. . But that is only imagination. 





“« The Shoey of the 
** stories I. Lilias 
in The “Aa 
the Fir-Tree “ 
Waterfall ”’ 


now-Breath”’ concludes the series of three 
rotter, of Algiers, which have been’ published 
Ly Sehool Times as -leading editorials... “The Story of 
appeared in the issue of July 10, ane «* The Story 
* appeared in last week's issue, 
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To get the work of renovation done, you must be 
there. 


And in the place where heaven meets earth on the 
spiritual plane, there is, thank God, a snow-line and 
a snow-breath. Christ has brought the crystal purity. 
of heaven down to the place where we can draw it 
into our very beings, if we will ‘‘in heart and mind 
thither ascend, and with him continually dwell.’ 

Has a cry for purity awaked in your heart? There 
may be nothing outwardly blameworthy. in conduct,: 
and yet, withal, the stifling sense of everything being 
sin-tainted, self-tainted, within. And it is often 
after a full surrender to God: has beén made that to 
our surprise we become conscious of this pervading 
sinfulness. It is because we have followed the light 
that more. light is given, and he begins to reveal 
much that we were too obtuse to recognize before. 
We come to see the self-seeking that lurks even in 
Christian work, the spirit of criticism; of exaggeration,- 
the thrill of pride at being commended, the indolence 
in. prayer, the trend to secret self-indulgence, —these 
things are as deadly as the poison-microbe, and as 
elusive. The whole spiritual atmosphere seems full 
of them, and we are ‘conscious that we cannot even 
see them,.much less fight them. The only hope is 
to find a place; where-they -will not live. 
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It is vain to go back to some memory of past ex- 
moaphpenle Scene oe fe it is useless to 
on a vague hope for the To keep an 
ideal that is to remain an ideal will serve no more 
than for a consumptive man to hang a picture of the 
Engadine on his wall ; he needs to be ¢here. And we 
need in like manner a present fulness of salvation, 
here and now. 

That salvation was described thus, long ago, by 
George Fox: ‘1 knew Jesus, and he was very pre- 
cious to my soul ; but I found something in me that 
would not keep sweet and patient and kind, I did 
what I could to keep it down, but it was there, I 
besought Jesus to do something for me, and when I 
gave him my will, he came to my heart and took out 
all that would not be sweet, all that would not be 
kind, all that would not be patient, and then he shut 
the door.’’ 

That is God's side, in the matter of holiness. Our 
side was the surrender, but that is only half, and the 
-poor human half. His side is that ‘‘ whatsoever 
toucheth the altar shall be holy."" ‘* The altar sanc- 
tifies the gift.'" ‘*The blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin,’’—*‘ goes on cleansing,’’ so 
the word means,-—loosens, annuls the taint, just as 
long as we walk in the light of his heavenly places, 
and breathe in his life. 

This does not mean siniessness, The sin-power 
and the self-power are latent all the time, till the 
vision of the Face of Jesus drives them out for ever. 
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From a Veteran Pastor's 


Our God and Father, do not allow this 
pass over us like a vagrant 
cady, leaving us as it found us. Set us 
us into 
our pitiful 
indwelling and thy 
righteousness that men 
be possible for the world to 
that there was anything 
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And it is only when we draw near to his unspeakable 
purity that we see our utter unlikeness to him, and 
abhor ourselves. And yet, notwithstanding, by the 
strange anomaly of grace, there can be the blessed 
sense that when he says, ‘‘ye shall be clean,’’ he 
means what he says, and that as we breathe in his 
life it does render inert and powerless the known sins 
that have wearied us in the futile struggle to be rid of 
them. 

And this implies no finality, only a starting-point. 
It is when your lungs are filled with the clear snowy 
air that you learn what real energy can be: a walk 
or a climb that would be deadly weariness below is 
nothing now. And so does the glory of these high 
places lay hold of the mountaineer that each peak 
gained reawakens the hunger for yet another. ‘* Their 
kingdom is above the snow-line.’’ Let ours be too. 





Do You Rejoice in Testing-Times ? 


My eyes are wet with tears as I write. I seem so happy 
in Christ. I have been, and am going, through some test- 
ings, but I find it so dbeautifuc to just trust! 

am just throwing this in as a bit of testimony from my 


heart. I am inclined to think that as Christians we should 


witness to one another (more than is the custom) of Christ's 

power to lift ue up above all difficulties and put a a of 

rejoicing in our hearts, crowding out all wrong and fret- 

fulness, and in this way strengthen one another on the 

way to heaven.—A PENNSYLVANIA READER. | 

‘¢ That is just as it should be,’’ is the wistful utter- 
ance to which many will give expression as this letter 
is read; and then: ‘‘ But he doesn’t have the kind of 
testings I have, or he wouldn't write in that glad 
way."’ Why not? Whatever this friend's testings 
are at this time, they seem so heavy to him that he 
must pour out his soul in a letter to tell how marvel- 
ously Christ has shown his power. A burden so 
heavy that we are thrilled into testimony by Christ's 
power to lift it, and to set us singing with glad hearts, 
cannot be a little matter. No, the heavier the burden, 
the more crucial, or cross-like, the testing, the more 
we may sing for very joy in the fellowship of our over- 
coming Lord. The testings are not meant, in God's 
providence, to break us, to make life a sullen and 
unwholesome swamp of failures and regrets. And 
knowing that we are his, and that he is either causing 
or permitting the testings, we ought not to be gloomy 
about it, or crestfallen, or paralyzed with forebodings, 
but .glad in the experience of trust and uplift and 
songfulness that the revealing of Christ's power may 
so richly bring to us. Have you written a letter to 
any friend of late, out of sheer exuberance of joy over 
Christ's power to take the worry and the fret out of 


your testings ? 
ya 


Man’s “ Soul,”—What is It? 


What is the soul of man? I have never been able to 
get a definition that satisfied my mind. I have heard 
preachers tell what was not the soul, but have never heard 
one tell what the soul is.—A KENTUCKY READER. 

The complete man is spirit, soul, and body, as 
God reveals in 1 Thessalonians 5 : 23 : ‘* May your 
Spirit and soul and body be preserved entire.’’ It 
has been suggestively stated that through his spirit 
man has God-consciousness ; through his soul, self- 
consciousness; and through his body, world-con- 
sciousness, —consciousness of that which is about him 
in the material world. Animals, in common with 
mnan, have soul and body. But the self-conscious 
life in man is infinitely richer than the life the lower 
animals know : there aré emotions and affections and 
_ will-power in maf that the soul in animals does not 

make possible. 

Man's spirit, which animals do not share at all, 
makes it possible for him to know God. If a man 





yields to God then the Spirit of God can commune 


with him and enlighten him, If he refuses to have 
God in his knowledge then spiritual things are fool- 
ishness to him ;: he cannot understandthem. But he 
still has the soul-life. And he has chosen the spirit 
of the world instead of the spirit that is from God 
(1 Cor, 2: 12). 

We know that soul and spirit are distinct ; yet so 
close is their interrelation that only the living, sharp 
Word of God is able to pierce ‘‘to the dividing of 
soul and spirit,’’—to tell whether man is giving con- 
trol to his self-consciousness or to his God-conscious- 


“ness (Heb. 4 : 12). 


No human definition can cover the meaning and 
mystery of any part of man’s nature,-—either spirit, 
soul, or body. The Hebrew word for soul, nephesh, 
occurs 754 times in the Hebrew Old Testament. In 
the English versions it is translated ‘‘soul’’ 472 
times, while in the other 282 places it is represented 
by forty-four different words or phrases.. These fig- 
ures are taken from The Companion Bible (Oxford 
University Press, 4 volumes, $1 and $1.50 each), 
which gives (appendix 13, volume I) an exceedingly 
valuable analysis of the use of the word nephesh. It 
is shown that there are twelve distinct senses in which 
nephesh is used in the Old Testament. Thus it is 
used of lower animals only, of lower animals and 
man, of man as an individual person, of man as ex- 
ercising certain powers or possessing certain appe- 
tites. But the word is quite distinct from the: Hebrew 
word for spirit, which is said to appear 389 times in 
the Hebrew Old Testament, and in nine different 


senses, 
x 
What Does Our Resurrection-Life Prove ? 


Long after the Easter season of the year has 
assed is a good time to lay special emphasis upon 
the truths of the resurrection of our Lord. For that 
great bulwark of our Faith is a fact for every day, not 
merely for one anniversary. 

The leading editorial in the Easter Number of The 
Sunday School Times discussed the question, ‘' Have 
You Proved the Resurrection?’’ ‘A Baltimore pastor, 
who is a warm friend of The Sunday School Times, 
in writing of his own clear and vigorous convictions 
on the Resurrection, discusses the message of this 
Easter editorial : 

Your editorial is in serious fault in its presupposition 
that the ower in the Christian's resurrected life proves 
the physical resurrection of Jesus Christ. It does no such 
thing. It merely attests that the power that comes into 
such a new life is the power of God. If this power is 
joined to the Christ who lived in Galilee, in the judgment 


1 The practical bearing upon the Christian’s life of the truths con- 
cerning spirit, soul, arid y are discussed jn an ‘illuminating way 
in ** Soul and Spirit,”” by le Penn-Lewis, published by Mar- 
shall Bros., London and New York; at 6d. net. 
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of those thus changed, it marly eons that he now has 
divine power akin to that which is attributed to a resurrec- 
tion from the dead. In other words, you are asserting 
that the Christian's resurrected life exists by virtue of the 
Bernt ae ae of Naseree and that is a matter 
altog apart the fact of his physical resurrection, 
—if that supposed fact discredited. Your position 
would prove, through the new resurrected life of a Chris- 
tian, not that Jesus rose from the dead, but that his real 
being, he himself, is alive forevermore, vitally, dynamic- 
ally so, By your view, nothing is said by this resurrected 
life of a Christian concerning the present condition of the 

of Jesus of Nazareth. 

ile some might consider the question of the present 
condition of that body a minor question, Paul (1 Cor. 15 
13-17) rests the very truth of pow contention as to the 
power for a resurrected life on the certainty of the physical © 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. He dives, indeed ; but in 
addition, his resurrection is the precious Easter trophy, 
snatched from death's icy grasp, which illustrates to all 
mourners how beautifiilly and gloriously ‘we, too, shall 
rise."’ 


The Times Easter editorial was intended to em-— 


phasize just the truth that the Baltimore pastor so 
clearly states, that ‘‘ Paul rests the very truth of the 
contention as to the power for a resurrected life on 
the certainty of the physical resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.’’ It was pointed out that in twenty-five pas- 
sages Paul directly refers to the bodily resurrection of 
Jesus, and that in nineteen of these “ the resurrection 
is tied up inseparably with the spiritual experience of 
every Christian.’’ ‘*To prove the resurrection, 
then, we need not first ask whether the facts of nine- 
teen hundred years ago have been verified ; but, are 
the New Testament teachings of the resurrection ex- 
perience of to-day found true? If they are, it follows 
that the facts of the physical resurrection of Jesus 
have been verified, and in the most exact way. 

‘He [that is, His body] was raised by the power 
of the Father ; and we through that same power live 
a resurrected life, having the earnest of it in the Holy 
Spirit, and looking for the completion of it in the 
redemption and resurrection of our bodies.’’ 


x 
When Dissatisfied with Our Faith 


‘ A pastor found that he was totally dissatisfied with 
his own spiritual life. He wrote to another Chris- 
tian worker. whose narration of personal needs and 
failures he had heard, also his testimony that God had 
changed everything for him by making possible a new 
appropriation of Christ as his life. In corréspondence 
with that one, the pastor who was longing for more 
than he yet had, in Christ, wrote : 

Faith has always been slow in coming to me, for some 
reason or other.. My one prayer at this time is that God 
will hold on to me with a firm, sure grip until, growing in 
grace and experience as | feel myself to be, my faith may 
settle into a sure peace that comes only when a daring 
faith has been fully vindicated. . 

Had I been able to live other than a sin-defeated life, 
the victory of faith would have come long ago, I am sure. 

I cannot say that I have reached the pinnacle of faith you 

speak of in your booklet, but something in me convinces 

me of the truth of what you say, and I cannot rest until 

Christ and I are one in every sense of the word. 

The reply that he received pointed to something 
better than the best faith we can ever in this life 
have. It was, in part, as follows : 

‘*I am led to make a suggestion to you, in view of 
what you say as to your own faith, and your confident 
hope that it may some day grow into all that it ought 
to be, 

‘*] have been sorely snared and defeated at various 
times within the last few years by thinking about my 
own faith, A great deliverance and victory came 
when I was led to turn wholly away from my own 
faith, and think about the faithfulness of God. 

**Do you believe that some day the faithfulness of 
God toward you is going to be greater than. jt is to-day ? 
I don’t, and I am sure you don’t. Is God some day 
going to be more willing to do‘all that he can for you 
than he is to-day? Is he some day going to be more 
powerful, more able to do for you what he cannot do 
for you to-day? 

‘¢ If there is only one answer to these questions, — 
and: there is,—then why not tell God that you now re- 
joice that his faithfulness toward you is perfect and in- 
finite.and absolute ; that it can never be more so than 
it is now at this moment; and that that is all you 
need now, and all you will ever need through all 
eternity. Then rest quietly in that: Ais faithfulness. 

*¢It is Christ’s responsibility and mission to live in 
you the whole and very life of God. It is his duty, 
reverently speaking, te do that now, this moment. 
Is he true to his duty, or false? 

**Do you see the glorious, marvelous simplicity of 
it all? It all centers in the responsibility, mission, 
power, and faithfulness- of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Praise his dear name, that is enough ; it is enough for 
now and eternity.”’ 
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“LESSON FOR AUG. I5 (x Kings 12 : 25-33) 








T'S an epidemic.”’ 

**No!”’ 

The caller's voice was startled. The sudden 
change of the conversation from weather and green 
tomato pickles to epidemics was really sufficient to 
startle even calm Aunt Ann,—everybody in Two 
Rivers called her Aunt Ann, 

‘« You don’t say so! Spreading, you mean?’’ 

‘*T should say it was! The Lionel Trues have 
caught it now. From next door, I suppose, the 
Strachans ‘came down’ with it two weeks ago. It 
takes two weeks to catch things, doesn’t it?'’ Young 
Mrs. Blood’s voice was curiously unstartled and even 
amused. Epidemics did not appear to disturb her. 


But Aunt Ann was disturbed. Her wiry little person 


was a-quiver at the news. She had been away from 
Two Rivers for a month, and this was her first neigh- 
borhood call. 

‘« That comes o’ my gallivanting round the country 
instead of staying where I belong. It wouldn't have 


happened—" With a laugh Aunt Ann broke off and 
began again. ‘* Hear me boast that ‘twouldn’t hap- 
pened if I'd stayed home! ButI don’t believe it 
would have. What I don’t understand is Minerva 


Strachan coming down! I've known her ever since 
she was born, right up to when she married Ned 
Strachan and since. Goodness knows she ‘came 
down’ hard enough with ‘em when her hair was in 
two. braids down her back ; I guess I sat up more 
than one night with her. “What's Minerva Strachan 
doing with 'em again ?"’ 

**With—’em? I just wonder what you are talking 
—I was talking about babies."’ 

‘* Babies ! I was talking about the measles.’’ 

Aunt Ann’s astonished old face peered upward at 
her tall, fair hostess. She was not very well ac- 
quainted with this rather conservative young woman 
who had not been born and brought up in Two 
Rivers. Aunt Ann had never rocked her to sleep nor 
given her cookies on her way to school, 

‘*T thought you was talking about epidemics,” 
Aunt Ann said a little aggrievedly. 


ss WAS,—a baby epidemic,’’ laughed Eleanor 
Blood. «There's one right here in Two 
Rivers, and it is spreading alarmingly. Two 

new cases this week. The Lionel Trues and those quiet 

people that live across from the Baptist Church—"’ 

‘* Bennets—I rocked ’em both. They must a-been 
married fifteen years and never had a chick or a 
child—"’ 

‘It's the chickless and childless couples that have 
been married fifteen years that seem: to be most sus- 
ceptible to the epidemic,’’ Eleanor Blood rejoined; 
‘¢though I don’t know—lI heard to-day that the min- 
ister’'s wife was: showing symptoms, and she must 
have half a dozen children of her own.'’ 


‘Four, three boys 'n a girl Now, my dear—'’ 


-Aunt Ann smiled suddenly in a beautiful, heart- 


warming,.Aunt-Ann way. ‘‘ You better start right in 
at the beginning and tell me what you're driving-at. 
Mary Doolittle's-twins have got the measles, Mary 
telephoned me this morning. So I thought that.was 
what you meant. If it's babies instead—'' 

“It's babies, Little imported babies—this minute 
I can_count up five couples that have adepted ene 
within a month, . It’s catching, I tell you.! I asked 
my husband at breakfast what he'd do if | caught the 
fever."’ 

Aunt Ann’s clear gaze wandered copia about the 
luxurious room, traveled mentally across-hall and. up- 


stairs to others as luxurious and beautiful—came back 


to Eleanor Blood’s beautiful face. - 

‘Well? He laughed, I s'pose.’’ But Aunt Ann 
did not s’pose. She had rocked and cookied . and 
petted a little Willy Blood ; he was not, like his wife, 
an alien in Two Rivers. Aunt Ann had a swift tmhental 
vision of Willy stopping to kiss babies on the street. 

‘*No; no, he didn’t laugh. He didn't say a word. 
It was beyond words. Honestly, Miss Ann, how do 
you suppose people ever make up their minds? I wish 
some one would ask Mrs. True how she made-hers up. 
You ask, Miss.Ann, you must know her so well... I 
really am curious to know. It’s more than I can un- 
derstand, how people can deliberately saddle. them- 
seives for the rest.of their lives with~a:iittle.velcano 
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~ INSIDE THE DOOR 


By Annie Hamilton Donnell 





that's likely to erupt any minute with measles or 
scarlet fever or. temper caught from nobody knows 
whom. If I'm going to have a volcano or an earth- 
quake I want it to have my own flesh and blood in its 
veins! There, now you talk, Aunt Ann,’’ 

‘Aunt Ann darted to her feet with a single wiry leap 
of her tiny old body, and talked. 

‘* How do I suppose people do it? Oh, my dear, 
I've longed to do it ever since I was young. Every 
time I see a little neglected, or a little unwanted, I've 
longed to adopt it. To give the poor little creature a 
rocking in somebody's arms—my arms—I tell you I'd 
do it now, old as I am, if I hadn't any heart."’ 

‘* Hadn't any heart !'’ Eleanor Blood repeated. ‘‘I 
should think that was just what you'd need above 
everything else.'’ 

‘Not my kind,”’ sighed little Aunt Ann gently. 
‘* Not the kind you can't trust out o’ sight. It might 
have a bad spell just when I was rocking that little 
creature. So I never durst to do it,—but oh, my 
dear!"’ Aunt Ann’s voice was a wistful little cry. 
‘*Oh, my dear, I'm glad somebody's rocking my little 
creature! It don’t make any difference whether it's 
Minerva Strachan or the Lionel Trues, if the little 
thing gets rocked."’ 


N HER way home Aunt Ann called on Minerva 
and the Trues and demanded with shining 
eyes to see ‘‘her'’ little creature rocked. 

‘‘No, you—you—not me,"’ she said. “If I do 
it once I can't stand of doing it. right along! 
*Twouldn’t take me more than ten minutes to get the 
habit! Minerva, my dear, that baby will be a little 
star in your crown! ‘Inasmuch,’’’ quoted Aunt 
Ann ‘softly, ‘‘‘ unto the least.’'’ She went home ‘ra- 
diant-faced in spite of the wistful hunger at her soul. 

In the luxurious house where Eleanor Blood lived 
there was silence and orderliness and lack of child- 
prints on the walls and doors and floors. Eleanor 
herself sat in the midst of the beautiful calm and 
quiet, and wondered at those other Two Rivers homes 
that had borrowed trouble where trouble had not 
been. To go out of the way-—such a long way out— 
to borrow it ! 

Willy Btood came home from the city to the or- 
derly, beautiful home. But he was late in coming, 
as he had been several times recently. He had, too, 
a curiously tumbled aspect that caught his wife's eye 
immediately. 

‘‘William Blood, your hair is all over your head— 
will you look-in the glass? And» your tie is under 
your ear. If I didn’t know you as well as I| do, sir, — 
but you'v¢ got to explain, sir !’’ 

Willy laugned. Rapidly his hair and tie were get- 
ting yet more demoralized. 

**Oh, Willy, you've kissed my hair down! That's, 
the seventh kiss !'’ 

*«It matches my hair now! - Let's look in the glass 
together! Little Old Girl been lonesome to-day ? 
Vl’ fess up why I am late and rumpled. That little 
new kid of the Strachans did it. I've kind of got into 
the way of running in to see him a minute coming 
past. He-looked so tempting in the window the first 
time. That kid can romp! You ought to see us, 
little Gid Girl !'’ ' 

See Wiily and—and a little kid romping together— 
hair tumbled, necktie awry— Wid/y !- Eleanor closed 
her eyes involuntarily; to focus the mental -picture. 
She-opened them again and regarded her big: hus- 
band curiously, as if suddenly he were rather a 
stranger to her. 

‘* Did vou 4ke it?’’ she demanded, ‘ being pulled 
to pieces by a little ‘kid’ ?’’ 

‘« Like it! Ask: mea hard one, Nell! . You try it, 
go down there to the Strachans. Try it, try it, give 
the little bruiser a chance at your hair. My, but he'd 
like yours !"’ 

Eleanor. Blood’'s hand went up to her beautiful 
sleek head. _No mental focus could depict that 
picture. 

‘* Willy! I see myself !’’ she cried, 

**Oh, little Old Girl,’’—but it was to himself he 
said-; his face was soberly tender—‘‘ little Old Girl, 
how I'd like to see you!'’ This luxurious home of 
his, this calm, sweet wife, had suddenly a new aspect 
to Willy Blood. - He. heard. suddenly the awful silence 


‘legs out and see !’’ 


of the big rooms, saw suddenly how orderly they were. 
How would it seem—his thoughts broke off, stran- 
gled at their birth. 

It was a number of days later that Aunt Ann called 
Eleanor Blood up on the telephone. Her voice 
sounded strained and excited, but so weak Eleanor 
had great difficulty in catching enough words to piece 
togetlier the message. 

‘‘I don’t quite hear, Aunt Ann ; you want me to 
come over, did you say? You aren't sick?"’ 

The excited murmuring went on, and Eleanor 
**pieced’’ as best she could. It was plain that some- 
thing was the matter at Aunt Ann's. 

‘I'll come right over, I'll be there in two winks,"’ 
Eleanor. answered, hurriedly stemming the murmuring 
little tide. ** Good-bye, I’m coming."’ 

She did not wait to put her hat on, but sped away 
on anxious feet. Poor litthe Aunt Ann; was it a 
**spell’’ ? , 

**Come in and take him quick !"’ called the weak 
old*voice from within, as Eleanor knocked. ‘Quick ! 
I didn’t dare to even walk across the room and lay 
him down—I should 'a dropped him. So—the tele- 
phone—I—I called you up."’ 

Aunt Ann sat in a rocking-chair with a tiny baby in 
her arms. The telephone instrument was at her side 
on a little table. She had forgotten to hang up the 
receiver, 

‘*Aunt Ann, you_are sick !'' 

** Take him quick, then get my drops,—ten, in a 
mite o’ water,-—it says on the bottle—on my bureau 
in—bedroom—quick!"’ 

With the warm, astonishing little burden in her 
arms Eleanor Blood darted across the floor to the door 
Aunt Ann seemed to indicate as leading into her bed- 
room; Eleanor was not on familiar terms with this 
little interior, It proved the right door and in an- 
other moment Eleanor had the precious, life-saving 
little bottle in her hands and she and the stranger- 
baby were measuring drops into a glass. Aunt Ann 
swallowed them feebly, then for anxious seconds 
Eleanor stood watching the pinched old face. The 
stranger-baby stirred and clutched at alluring ribbon- 
ends ; a little purring sound crept up to Eleanor’s ears. 


HERE, I'm better now,’’ Aunt Ann murmured, 
sitting straighter in the rocker. ‘‘It's over 
for now. I could most rock him again—oh, 

my dear, my dear, I was having such a beautiful time! 


He's a darling !'” 
‘*But I don’t understand. Whose baby is it, 
Aunt Ann?’’ Eleanor had found another rocker 


now and sat with the ‘darling baby ’’ in her lap. 

‘* Mine—my baby!"’ cried Aunt Ann with a curi- 
ous feeble defiance that ended almost as it began. 
‘*Oh, no—oh, no, he can’t be mine! I dursn't. It 
would never be safe in the world, me with my heart. 
You can see it ain't safe! The little creature’ ll have 
to go back tothe Home. That's what the minister's 
wife said—she was trying to keep him, but she broke 
down and the minister 'n’ the doctor had to interfere. 
They-ain’t going to /e¢her. I don’t wonder—I went 
over there this morning-and found her taking care o’ 
the little creature on the flat of her back. So I 
brought him back home with me—oh, my dear, the 
Lord forgive me for being glad the minister's wife was 
sick abed! He'll have to forgive me, for’twas Him 
put into my very marrer the hunger 'n’ thirst to get 
hold of a little creature! All my life I've been hun- 
gry and-thirsty."’ 

This particular little creature had done a most 
amazing thing. He had gone to sleep in the strange 
little nest of Eleanor’s lap. She gazed down at him 
in a sort of stupid wonder, as if it could not really 
have happened. She was thirty-eight years old, and 
it never had happened before. 

‘* My knees are warm,’’ she thought, ‘‘as if a little 
stove—his cheek is on my hand!’’ Curiously she 
raised the other empty hand and gazed into its palm ; 
there seemed a difference between them, and the hand 
with the baby face against it seemed the better one. 

‘*He is very little,"’ murmured Eleanor aloud. 
How could such a littke—stove—be so warm ! 

‘« Little! I call hima big baby for ten months,’’ 
detended Aunt Ann. ‘‘And ¢a#—straighten his little 








ade = 


“*T can’t, I don’t dare to uncurl him! Are all 
babies as curly as that, Aunt Ann? I never seem to 
have really looked at a baby before, not this way.’’ 
Not at the close range of her own knees, It filled 
her with slow astonishment to find herself, Eleanor 
Blood, liking to look at a baby at such close range as 
this. She pried at a tiny closed fist very gently in- 
deed, and it opened and closed again around her 
finger. Of course,—all babies did that; she had 
always known if never before experienced. But what 
she had not known was that the little fist would clutch 
at her heart-strings and not let go. 

** You going a’ ready, my dear? Well, I can't ever 
be thankful enough that my spell came on right close 
to the telephone and that I thought of calling you. 
I don't know what might 'a’ happened—but it didn’t. 
You happened. I'm most good as new again now ; 
lay him right here in my arms, Nobody can take 
him away till to-morrow, anyway.’’ 

‘1 can,’’ Eleanor cried, with pink cheeks. ‘Give 
him to me, Aunt Ann, You've got to,—he won't /e¢ 
go! Let me have a chance, anyway, and if he loves 
me—'’ Strange that she did not say if she learned to 
love him. Was it the sweet chime the baby fingers 
played on her heart-strings ? 

‘I'm going to take him home, Aunt Ann. 
me his little clothes and tell me how to do things, 
wash him and feed him—"’ 

‘‘And love him,'’ added Aunt Ann, softly. But 
Eleanor shook her head. 
' «Don't tell me that part. 
that out for myself,’’ she said, 

«What will Willy Blood say to your adopting a 
baby without any warning ?"’ 

‘¢l’m—lI' m not adopting one, Aunt Ann. I'm just 
practising adopt one. And Willy Blood—Aunt Ann, 
I've found him out/ Vm not afraid of Willy 
Blood !"" 

She packed a little bundle of clothes under Aunt 
Ann's directions, her unaccustomed fingers handling 
them awkwardly, They were so very little! Then at 
Aunt Ann's request she slipped down to the minister’ s 
wife, leaving the baby with Aunt Ann. To the pale 
minister's wife was explained this new thing that was 
going to happen to the tiny waif she had longed to 
protect and love. 

** Can—do you think you could trust me?'’ Eleanor 
asked humbly, ‘* He is very little,“1 know."’ 

The frail woman on the bed smiled divinely at 
some sweet wisdom of her own. 

** Dear,'’ she said, *‘the smaller he is the better. 
Don't you see you will be able to get him a// into your 
heart? Yes, take him, dear. I only had him a little 
week, but I loved every little pink-and-white inch of 
him! Aunt Ann was so happy with him—do you 
think you can share him a little with Aunt Ann? I 
mean if you decide—"’ 

«If I decide,’ smiled Eleanor Blood. She went 
back to Aunt Ann and demanded her baby. 

«I’ve got my ticket,’’ she said. ‘* Now let me in 
where you and the minister's wife live, Aunt Ann, 
and the Lionel Trues, and Minerva Strachan. It's a 
new place for me—I never thought of being in it and 
here I am going through the door!"’ 

Willy Blood did not step at the Strachans’ that 
night to romp with the alluring little kid, though, he 
longed to do it. ‘*1 mustn't get the habit,’ he 
thought. | ** Little Old Girl will be waiting.’' If 
little Old Girl would only come and romp too! How 
did she know it wasn't fun if she had never tried it? 
It was something more than fun. Willy tramped on 
homeward, an old ache in his breast. 

** Little Old Girl, where are vou?'’ he called at the 
foot of the stairs. The house felt odd to him—some- 
thing electrical in the air, or was it something there 
on the floor? His eyes dwelt on a fluff of pink and 
white apparently dropped in some crossing of the 
room, He was not used to dropped things on his 
immaculate floors, and certainly not to little pink- 
and-white knitted or crocheted things. 

*t Little Old Girl! Up there? Coming down ?"’ 

A distant voice answered him faintly, but the voice 
of a joyous little Old Girl. 

**No, you come up, Willy. 
room—oh, quick, Willy !"’ 

Little Old Girl had gone crazy. And what were 
these sounds coming suddenly down to him! The 
big house of decorous silences was full of them now. 
He leaped up the stairs with thumping heart, going 
to meet the sounds. 

Eleanor was in a low rocker. Her beautiful hair 
had been pulled from its combs and pins, and hung 
in wild disorder, while out from it peered two faces— 
Eleanor's face and the laughing face of a little child ! 
Eleanor was laughing, too. The sounds had been 
laughing sounds. To Willy Blood’s astonished eyes 


I think I'd like to find 


We're in the blue 
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the room was a-clutter with little clothes-and tub and 
child-prints everywhere on floor and on chairs. A 
new, strange room—a room of amazing surprises. If 
the old orderly world had come to an end, what was 
this beautiful new, laughing, cluttery world that was 
beginning ! . 
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How ready the true leader is tobe alearner! Mr. Ellis’ word-picture of Sunday-school 


Sunday-School Leaders Go to School 
By William T. Ellis 7 


JULY 31, 1915 


** Old Girl—little Old Girl—” 

Her face came out of the mist of bright hair, and 
he thrilled at sight of it. 

«Oh, Willy—oh, Willy, I never thought it would 
be like this! I never thought it would be so dear |"" 

Ann Arbor, Micu, 







expert leadership at school discloses some of the underlying reasons for the phenom- 

enal progress of the Sunday-school of to-day. The leaders are learners. And after 

the view of the Lake Geneva school that Mr. Ellis has given, will come, in next 

week's issue, an account of its founding and its curriculum, by the “ideal school- 
master ” to whom Mr, Ellis refers, Mr. W. C. Pearce, 


E WAS a middle-aged man, alert, benign of face, 
and surely a leader in religious work. When 
our paths crossed, on my first day at Confer- 

ence Point, Lake Geneva, I thought I had him placed, 
and so remarked, ‘‘1,,suppose you are a state secre- 
tary ?’’ 

i I am only in the county work, but I am 


taking the training here with a view to going into the- 


state work,’’ 

Simple as the statement was, it somehow called up 
visions that stayed with me as I went out on the lake 
to fish. That man stood for the realization of many 
dreams. How the prophets and pioneers of the 
greater mission of the Sunday-school,— Trumbull, 
Jacobs, Reynolds, Vincent, —used to talk of the day 


“when men and women would be really trained for 


this service! Now this desire has been fulfilled : the 
organized Sunday-school movement has seriously un- 
dertaken to equip both its present leaders and those 
who are to come; and it is likewise reaching out 
toward the colleges for an entirely new crop of young 
men. and women, who will accept either the local 
Sunday-school or the general movement as their 
‘*call"’ to Christian service. 

There is a thrill to this realized dream that one 
did not get even from the heart-moving twilight de- 
votional meetings on the hillside, overlooking the 
lake, when S. D. Gordon drew us all very near to that 
other Teacher who gathered the people about him on 
the lakeside. Here were met, for ten days in mid- 
summer, some two hundred men and women, from 
thirty states and from Canada, to study increased effi- 
ciency in service. This was not a convention nor a 
conference, but, literally, .as its name declared, an 
‘¢ International Training School for Sunday-School 
Leaders."’ 

Solid school work, with discipline and classes and 
studies and written examinations and careful mark- 
ing, all looking toward the skill represented by di- 
plomas, was the order of the day at Lake Geneva, 
No idle outing, this. So seriously did the students 
take their work that they themselves were inclined to 
let it impinge too far upon the afternoons set apart for 
I would almost favor the addition ‘of a 
practical course in *fishjng, for the men, at least. 
The students made a better showing at the bathing 
hour; but even so more than half of them merited 
absent marks. “When it came to baseball, how- 
ever, the men showed their nativity, especially in 
a noisy game wherein the faculty soundly defeated 
the students. 

The assiduity with which class-work was pursued 
was the more notable because of the lure of the lake 
and the beautiful environment. Nature has-been un- 
commonly lavish to this lake, which has already come 
to a national reputation for its association with relig- 
ious activities, There is inspiration in the place, as 
well as in the fellowship. But overmastering these is 
the stimulus of the real educational opportunities and 
atmosphere of Conference Point. 

From another pen The Sunday School Times read- 
ers will learn, in the next issue, of the curriculum and 
the scope and equipment of the School. Every grade 
of Sunday-school work was represented by experts, 
ranging from practical methods of story-telling by 
Mrs. Bryner, Mrs, Eddy, and Mrs, Hill, up to ad- 
vanced studies in the Old Testament prophets by 
Professor George L. Robinson, of McCormick Sem- 
inary ; from the luminous lectures on psychology by 
Professor E. P. St. John to the practical course for 
state secretaries on publicity; and from the sweet 
mysticism of S. D. Gordon:to the no less spiritual 


lectures on social service by Dr. J. G. Shearer, of 
Toronto, One could see old complacencies and lim- 
itations tottering to destruction before this diversified 
onslaught. 

The school is a tribute to the teachableness of the 
Sunday-school leadership. Everybody in his turn 
became a pupil. The man atthe desk in one class sat 
with his note-book in the next. More than one of the 
specialists among the instructors had the suggestive 
experience of seeing Marion Lawrance, W. C. Pearce, 
and other International leaders diligently taking notes 
in the class-room. No more docile and eager stu- 
dents than the state secretaries could be desired by 
any teacher. All of which is a wholesome demonstra- 
tion of the open-mindedness of the men who are now 
guiding America’s organized Sunday-school activities, 
Like Conference Point itself, the International Asso- 
ciation faces the sunrise. 

W. C, Pearce, dean of the school. is an ideal school- 
master. He stands for discipline, both in the pres- 
ence of the faculty meetings and of the student 
assembly, but he is a warm, loving human spirit, 
with a gift for imparting his own glow and enthusiasm 
to the entire fellowship. His-is the ‘skilful hand’ that 
maintains the balance of interests, so that hard wotk 
may be duly lightened by a measure of play (the 
*¢Stunt Night,’’ for instance) and by a fair proportion 
of inspirational addresses. 

There is evidence that increasingly the Missouri 
method, of systematically providing for the presence 
of county leaders, will be followed; so that’ literally 
the entire country may be made. to feel the stimulus 
of the Training School. Missouri had the largest 
state delegation, and they overflowed with vocal state 
pride. So vigorously did they outsing-all other dele- 
gations, especially at mealtime, that a rather uproari- 
ous rivalry developed. It was the Mule State against 
the field, with Missouri always winning; -as when one 
new Missouri song was greeted with a chorus of ‘' Hee- 
haw! Hee-haw!'’ Whereupon a clear. Missouri call 
arose, ‘‘ Ho, brother!’’ and the tables were turned. 
Naturally, there was plenty of wholesome nonsense 
and - frolicsomeness. between sessions at thé school, 
All late-comers at meals were greeted with applause. 
The class ‘spirit has ‘developed_so vigorously that the 
class of 1918 was ‘early asserting itself, in song and 
battle-cry. ~ = ° 

What may be termed o wholesome self-conscious- 
ness fer the whole: Sunday-scheol work developed at 
Lake Geneva. Representatives from far-separated 
fields becanie acquainted, in a more leisurely, thor- 
oughgoing fashion than is possible at a convention, 
The International work took its proper place in the 
perspective of the workers; |The full circle of Sun- 
day-school interests was swept by everybody, so that 
Secondary department and Adult Bible Class and 
Home Visitation and Field Work, and every other 
phase of the movement, had consideration from every- 
body. The great names of the past were not forgot- 
ten: the Training School is to be a stone of remem- 
brance, as well as a finger-board. The laying of the 
corner-stone of the H. M. Hamill Building was one of 
the stimulating episodes of the session. 

One does not need to be a, prophet to foresee that 
Conference Point, Lake Geneva, is destined to be a 
summer center for Sunday-school workers of all 
grades, from the teacher of the average class to the 
member of the Lesson Committee. It provides a 
vacation with a purpose. But it does more: it em- 
bodies the new idea of trained efficiency in Christian 
service. : 

CONFERENCE Point, Lake GENEVA. 
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not a dream, efter all 








Y ae spring and fall rains bring joy to the Chinese 
peasants, but wretchedness unspeakable at times 
to the itinerating missionary who gets caught by 

them. Chinese roads when wet are sloughs, lakes, 

and rivers of mud, and are simply impassable. A 

rain not only brings to a standstill many peasant ac- 

tivities, but those of the itinerator as well. 

When one starts out in the morning and by chance 
the rain catches him on the road, the faithful barrow- 
man will push on the load till he and his donkey can- , 
not budge another inch,—mired. But to start out if 
the night rain is still on is cruelty to beast and man. 
The Chinese on the road usually has no change of 
clothing, and when he arrives at the inn, after a hard 
day's push, has practically no way to dry out. Mul- 
titudes die from wet clothing. The itinerator is 
amazed at the number of country folk who say they 
have the 4ao ping (consumption). A Chinese avoids 
getting out into a rainstorm as he would the plague. 
Once in it, the barrow-man or donkey boy or muleteer 
on the road is a cheerful hero. 

One morning of a certain autumn on the road, when 
we seemed to be daily dodging between the cloud- 
bursts, we awoke to find it raining hard. Our days 
were scheduled at village after village for communion 
services, and any delay meant disarrangement of the 
entire itinerary. It was our pride never, if possible, 
to disappoint an audience that gathered under such 
difficulties and inconveniences as beset these humble 
folk. Yet we felt it necessary this time to wait for a 
let-up. 

Late the night before, in the rain, we had stumbled 
accidentally upon the shelter of a low, mud-walled, 
thatched-roof out-building—a single; tiny room—that 
stood apart in the open fields. We were three men 
and two animals. It was late in November, and the 
driving rain was flecked with sleet. .We could, nat 
turn out the animals to freeze ; they were indispensa- 
ble.to us. So we had taken them in with us, and 
that night had all bunked together in quarters not 
exactly luxurious, in a state of mind not quite beatific. 

Most of the first day I tried to study the Bible, pre- 
paring talks for meetings to come ; but it was not the 
easiest, of undertakings. We humans hung like flies 
before the door, persistently sticking our noses out of 
that low, narrow aperture. That night was almost 
unbearable. 


Fording a Torrent in a Sleety Rain 

The next morning it was ‘‘ raining pitchforks,’’— 
misty, chilling, and the fields over which we iad to 
travel a sheet of bottomless mud. Where could we 
go? What object in making the start? So we did 
everything conceivable to divert that day. The night 
was indescribable. We had knocked out the one 
small window-frame with its covering of paper, but for 
all that I felt I could sympathize with the victims of 
the Black Hole of Calcutta. So when the weary 
morning dawned, and no indication that the clouds 
would part, we decided to make the break, as any 
change was by this time preferable to our shelter. 

A sorry cavalcade, we started out, breathing hard 
in fierce pleasure at our freedom and over the joy of 
the clean, cold air, our teeth set. to cross a near-by 
river and try to reach one of our chapels. The chapel 
in good weather and over a dry road would. be one 
day's journey away. The stream that ordinarily as a 
rivulet meanders through a bed of sand-waste a quar- 
ter of a mile wide, we found a raging torrent, swirling 
to the very banks,—the frail single-plank bridge 
across it at that point swept away. 

So we pushed on to a ford that we had several 
times used. The question was, how deep was the 
water, and how much had the ford bottom shifted ? 
Sometimes these shallows are in a few hours scooped 
out by the current into deep holes, and these holes 
are ever changing. 

My men were faithful and efficient, no cowards, 
and inured to hardship. They stripped in the sleety 
rain. One watched the barrow-animal. The other 
led the animal I bestrode, cautiously exploring as he 
went. The farther we advanced, the more uncertain 
became the donkey, ‘ rattled'’ by the rushing waters, 
and the opposite shore looked so distant as to take 
away all courage to go on. Unsteady with terror he 
staggered, and finally went down and under with the 
slippery sands. I slid off from behind, and, clad 





“Whenever Dr. Scott has pictured Chinese life in 
these pages he has simply carried the reader away 
by his vivid realism to the land of pathetic need 
and impelling opportunity. If you would go with 
him over the miry road and into the strange hostelry 
of this story, and be shocked into fresh missionary 
purpose by his vision, then give your mind to the 
reading, and your heart to God’s leadings as you read. 








though I was in a long, heavy ulster lined with sheep- 
skin, dived after his hind-legs. If it were quicksands 
we were in.serious business. I remember that it 


‘flashed over me. how ludicrous- it- was- for me--to be 


yanking fiercely on him from behind, while my helper 
hauled on him from in front—like raising a sunken 
ship, bow and stern at the same time. Lashing with 
my riding whip and yelling at him like an Apache, we 
went on through, nearly breast high, sinking down 
several times, but each time having a fortunate ex- 
traction. Such is a bridgeless Chinese river when 
flooded—thanks to a heathen government that for 
ages has not cared a whit for the millions committed 
to its care. 


Comrades Through Peril 

We three men had to go back and forth three times 
together. We were not thinking then of the differ- 
ences in the shape of our heads, the slant of our eyes, 
or the color of our skins. We were comrades. And 
on the farther shore we, remembering Paul's words 
about comradeship in perils of waters, thanked God 
for his help and for each other—and plugged on, 

lowing our way through the mud until it was dark. 
hen night settled down we were still on the road, 
and ignorant of where we were ; it was dark as pitch. 

We stood still in the slush and prayed. As we 
moved: ‘forward we thought we-saw a faint light. 
Steering for ‘it we ran into a house: The probability 
was that there were others near it ; for the Chinese 
are afraid to: live apart, each farmer away by himself, 
as in America. ‘There was quarreling going on ; loud 
voices—a man’s and a woman’s— were rasping ‘in 
angry tones out into the blackness. We knocked. 
Instantly out went the light, followed by the silence 
of the grave, save for the rattle of thrusting a. big 
wooden bolt to lock the ‘door. |: They feared robbers. 
Probably the man: was standing: inside the door 
armed with a grub-hoe. We knocked again ; we ex- 
plained, we pleaded, we tried to force the door—all 
in vain. 

Finally wé got from the man that this was the vil- 
lage of «¢ The Seven Chickens,’’ and that if we went 
far enough north we would come to the ‘Inn of Bril- 
liant Brightness.’’ We were looking for: light, and 
the name sounded assuring. But in the darkness we 
couldn't recognize north ‘‘from Adam.’’ We knew 
only too well that many countrymen, in giving direc- 
tions, are vague with a vagueness tantalizing to mad- 
ness. Many a time an itinerator, so tired that he can 
hardly wriggle, on inquiring the distance still to be 
covered before reaching his destination, is cheerfully 
informed, and apparently in good faith, that he ‘‘ has 
arrived,’’—and he cannot yet see the village. But 
what is worse is to be misdirected, with malice afore- 
thought, so that he unnecessarily goes miles out of 
his way, just because the informant happens to be 
angry, or has the stomach-ache, or wants to do the 
‘*foreign devil’’ a bad turn. 

How did we know this fellow was now speaking the 
truth? There was nothing to do but to push on and 
see. We heard a couple of dogs barking, and that ar- 
gued well for a village, so we started in that direction. 
After a few minutes we were landed in the middle of 
a street. In an incredibly short time we were sur- 
rounded by a snarling, snapping, growling pack of 
curs, having the time of their lives. The alarm, the 
rendezvous, and the delivery of the attack were exe- 
cuted so quickly as to savor of a New York City fire 
department turnout. We stood still, almost literally 
stuck in the mud, unable to kick and not knowing 
when or where to strike. 

Teeth nipping his legs was the last straw that broke 
my. ‘‘ boy’s”* spirit. He was a big, husky fellow— 
faithful and willing to adegree. But he was a young 
convert, weak in ‘‘ the Doctrine,’’ as the Chinese call 
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“The Inn of Brilliant Brightness” 


By Charles Ernest Scott - 








the Faith, He burst out crying. He was shivering 
and tired out, his feet nearly frozen, soaked and 
hungry, in a condition to be easily discouraged. He 
blubbered out in Chinese, ‘‘ Pastor, pastor, give up, 
quit the business! Preaching the Doctrine is no 
good, has no advantages. It is only eat bitterness for 
your pains !"’ 

The ridiculousness of the situation struck me, and 
I laughed inwardly, while the pathos of it for the poor 
fellow caused me to comfort him as best I could. A 
few minutes later we were inside the ‘‘ Inn of Brilliant 
Brightness,'’ lighted by two tiny, smoking, bad-. 
smelling bean-oil lamps (which two good-sized-Amer- 
ican lightning-bugs could.put to shame for light). 
~°As mine host prepared-our supper I noted that he 
used the same short-handled broom to sweep:the dirt 
floor and scrub the bread board, and dust off the sang 


- (on which we were to eat and later to sleep) that he 


used to scour our dishes. He would -have been | 
amazed had I called his attention to this procedure as 
extraordinary. 

The host set a tray of steaming: bowls before us. 
And then, with the ostentatious politeness. character- 
istic of Chinese inn-keepers, thoughtful to put on all 
finishing touches for his guest, he, before our eyes, 
wiped off on his grimy apron the wooden chop-sticks 
we were to use. Is any Sibyl so rash as to venture to 
divine how many mouths these particular chop-sticks 
had fed since last they saw clean water? 

After grace, a mystery to the crowd of bystanders, 
we set to. One of the hardest things for a foreigner 
to do is to eat before a gang of curious gazers: but 
that night we were indifferent. The combinations we 
ate shall be nameless. We disposed of them with 
marvelous celerity. Chinese country food is so pre- 
pared that, despite the nimblest use of the chop- 
sticks, it has to be largely sucked in. Indeed, accord- 
ing to the heathen notion of politeness, the louder you 
suck the more you show your appreciation of the food. 
Our disposition of that meal reminded me of the rush 
and roar of many mighty waters. And in the process, 
in spite of myself, Stanley’s description of the noise 
of the Victoria Falls on the Upper Congo continued 
grotesquely to insinuate itself into my thoughts. 


A Night in the “Brilliant Brightness ’’ 
The inn contained one commdn sang, which ra 
across' the end-of the one room that/ was kitchen, 
dining-room, bed-rooms, office, store-room, smoking- 
and lounging-room, The* guests: were so many that 
we filled the Zang. The men sat tailor-fashion close 
around me while I preached to them. When it came 
time to retire, we all had to lie snugly together—feet, 
head, feet, head—in order to economize space. The 
kang was fired underneath, and the warmth was 
grateful beyond words. All the Chinese, as is the 
custom, took off their clothes and laid them over their 
bodies for bedding ; and the air smelled to heaven. 

As I was composing myself for sleep an interruption 
burst in upon us such as only heathenism can know. 
The inn door, not yet locked, opened, and in stalked 
acrazy man. His face was pinched and drawn with 
cold; from his scanty, ragged clothing dripped filth 
as he stood there. He had fallen or plunged pur- 
posely into a mud-hole. His black eyes were terrible 
to behold, dilated and gleaming. His unkempt hair 
was matted with filth and straw,—probably had not 
been combed or braided for months. 

In heathenism men fear and neglect and abuse such 
unfortunates. They are public enemies, —halfdivin- 
ity, half beast. In a dim,‘ terrible way many of them 
realize that their hand is against every man. This 
fellow evidently imagined he was a robber chief. 
Seizing a long cornstalk which lay by the stove ready 
for burning, and which he thought to be a spear, he 
leaped fiercely and with incredible agility upon the 
kang, and began jabbing at the prostrate figures. All 
the time he uttered uncanny noises,—now a guttural 
growl of brute rage, now a harsh, strident yell. His 
spear changed into a war club, and he was pounding 
them to jelly,—his features the while working in fury. 
There was wild commotion on the sang. Sleeping 
men sprang as does a snoozing dog when unexpect- 
edly bitten, to shrink and dodge in all directions. 
And then suddenly, as specter-like as he came, the 
apparition leaped down and disappeared in the. dark- 
ness, screaming as he ran. 
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Finally 1 slept in troubled, fitful snatches. I 
dreamed I stood on a typical theater platform in front 
of a Chinese temple. And before me passed many 
kinds of maniacs,—a co y that no man could 
number: the violent insane; the simple; blind men 
clawing out sightless eyes; the abandoned sick; loath- 
some wanderers, drowned and burned and starved 
out; sore-covered beggars; lepers handling other men ; 
little slave girls, a vast herd of them; brothel girls, 
in groups, rending limb from limb the old she-devils 
who guarded them ; exorcists, geomancers, necro- 
mancers, fortune tellers, idol makers, fat and lean 
temple priests, deceived and deceiving; opium rots, 
wine-bibbers, theatrical performers; an endless pro- 
cession of hobbling women; gambling wretches; con- 
cubines tearing men; evil-eyed eunuchs for unright- 
eousness’ sake; idolaters in troops, the covetous and 
misers, covenant breakers, abusers of themselves, 
liars and cheats and murderers, disobedien; to parents, 
—multitudes of them; thieves and thugs, robbers and 
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banditti; usurers already strangled, but walking; loot- 
ers, rapers, and house-burners, beheaded, —a proces- 
sion danmilgncd naire, of hopeless woe. ~ 

Here was the modern counterpart of primal dragons 
tearing each other in their slime. Above the scene 
stood God, pitying: and in pity offering these wretches 
a Saviour, even his Blessed Son, body Healer, soul 
Cleanser of all ailments. 

But in my dream these raving ones comprehended 
not his vast pity, nor even knew him. They needed 
interpreters; and I, I only, was there—in the midst 
of millions. A sénse.of my responsibility and of un- 
equalness to the task overwhelmed me. I sank faint- 
ing, murmuring as I sank, ‘*O God, make men who 
know thee to pity #hem."* 

This awoke me. Many forms about me were 
sleeping heavily, The kang was cold, but I was 
sweating. It was daylight. I arose, stiff and sore 
and damp, to continue my journey and meet my 
appointments. 





The Preacher Who Lives His Message 
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With this article Mr. Pepper's illuminating and thought-provoking studies of preach- 
ing from the layman’s view-point come to a close so far as their serial publication is 


concerned. That 


part of his Yale Lectures on Preaching given to the readers of The 


Sunday School Times in'these pages comprises only a moderate, although a repre- 
sentative, proportion of the whole material ; and readers will be glad to know that the 
complete lectures in book form, under the title “ A Voice from the Crowd,” are now 
in press, for immediate publication by the Yale University Press, New Haven, Con- 


necticut, at $1.50 net. 


It will be remembered that for the first time in the history of 


the famous Lyman Beecher Lectures on Preaching they have been this year delivered 
by a layman ; and it is said at Yale that these have been among the most inspiring 
ever heard there. 


OO often the men in the pews must make allow- 
ances for the minister. ‘*He is a good man,"’ 
they say, ‘‘ but he knows nothing about business."’ 

Not seldom the complaint is ; ‘*‘ What he says is all 
very well, but it does not grip the people.’’' A fa- 
miliar criticism is to the effect that the man in the 
pew has nothing ‘in common with ' the minister, and 
that they live in different worlds. Occasionally the 
minister's life illustrates how easy it is to treat princi- 
ples of conduct as abstractions to be talked about, 
rather than as courses by which to steer, I do not 
refer to flagrant breaches of the moral law, but rather 
to little inaccuracies of statement, and to violations of 
familiar rules of-fair play, and to carelessness in ac- 
counting for small sums of money, and to petty abuses 
of authority, and to underhand ways of accomplishing 
laudable results. 

During my twenty-one years of service as a teacher 
of law, it happened several times that ministers were 
most insistent that rules should be relaxed in favor 
of sons who had failed in examinations, in spite of 
every effort to make the fathers see that the course 
urged upon the professor would result in serious in- 
justice to other students. It has been my privilege to 
be consulted professionally by many ministers of many 
communions respecting questions of church property 
and church law. 1 have observed in the case of many 
men a persistent tendency to ignore the Golden Rule. 
lf the synods and conventions of other communions 
are like those of the Episcopal body, men who have 
attended them must have noted occasional displays of 
bad temper or of disingenuousness in debate, and 
manifestations of small-mindedness in dealing with 
big questions. When the man in the pew is com- 
pelled to make excuses for the man in the pulpit, 
there is something seriously amiss. 

Christlikeness is the ideal, and even slight progress 
toward attainment is to be made only at the cost of 
struggle. At first sight there seems an inconsistency 
between an exhortation wo struggle and our Lord’s 
promise of peace. I take it, however, that peace of 
mind is a phrase that may properly be used to describe 
the state of the man who is consistently struggling 
toward a definite goal. It is singleness of aim and 
motive that brings peace. ‘' This oe thing I do,”’ 
said St. Paul. The peace of God stood guard over 
his heart and mind, but the one thing he did was to 
struggle like a runner toward the finish line. To be 
lost in the woods is both terrifying and distracting, 
but if you trust your guide the most strenuous trip 
through the wilderness is a peaceful experience. 

This is not the place to enlarge either upon the 
subject of prayer or upon the subject af holy com- 
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munion. It ought to be superfluous to urge them 
upon the attention of the prophet of the Most High. 
And yet, with respect to prayer, I may be permitted 
to express the haunting fear that many of us have 
well-nigh forgotten its power. It is by far the greatest 
power that a man has at his disposal. It is extraor- 
dinary how little real use we make of it, we who pro- 
fess to be struggling for Christlikeness. Our use of 
prayer-book prayers is perfunctory. The prayers of 
our Qwn composition are lacking in depth and reality. 
The exercises which we call our private morning and 
evening devotions are usually as mechanical as the 
operations of an Oriental prayer-wheel. When we 
begin meetings with prayer we are apt to be formal 
and superficial, We are sadly in need of the prayer 
spirit, and we achieve it only by training our wills 
and sacrificing our time. ‘*Teach us to pray"’ isa 
petition that should be often on our lips, Time is 
productively invested if it is spent in praying to pray. 
(‘* With God in Prayer,’’ by the Rt. Rev. Charles H. 
Brent, will be found to be full of helpfulness and 
suggestion. Jacobs, 50 cents net.) It is profitable 
to pick out from the Gospels the passages which in- 
dicate the part played by prayer in our Lord’s life. 
If we do this we are driven to confess frankly that 
unless in this we change our lives radically, our efforts 
at Christlikeness are foredoomed to disastrous failure, 
It may not be out of place here to recommend to the 
student of divinity the study of a few biographies 
from among those that have exercised a powerful in- 
fluence on some of the men in the crowd. 1 refer to 
the lives of Bernard of Clairvaux, of St. Francis de 
Sales, of Fénelon, of William Law, and of George 
Miiller of Bristol.1 My own experience leads me to 
believe that Law's ‘* Serious Call to a Devout and Holy 
Life’’ is one of the most compelling books ever writ- 
ten. Dr, Pierson’s book on George Miiller is a work 
of extraordinary interest. See in particular the ** five 
grand conditions of prevailing prayer’’ (p. 170) and 
the Appendix (A), containing in their order of help- 
tulness the Scripture texts which in fact influenced 
Miller’ s life. . 

To practise the presence of God and to draw strength 
from him through communion is to supply one's self 
with power for use in the world. ‘The contemplation 
of God and communication with him in prayer and 
sacrament should be the concomitants of a life of 
ceaseless activity. I suggest that every disciple should 
find a place in his life for mystical communion and 





1 « Bernard of Clairvaux,”’ by Richard S. Storrs 2 eg eng: 50); 
** The Devout Life of St. Francis de Sales,” by H. L. Sidney Lear 
(Longmans, $x.25); “‘ Fénelon, Archbishop of Cambrai,” by H. L. 
Sidney Lear (Longmans, $1.25): ‘‘ Characters and Characteristics of 
William Law,” by Alexander Whyte (Whittaker, $1.50 net); “George 
Miiller of Bristol and His Witness to a Prayer-Hearing God,” by 


., Arthur T. Pierson (Baker and Taylor, $1.50). 
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for frequent attendance at a rescue mission where he 
can come into brotherly contact with the man who is 
‘‘of all man’s clotted clay the'dingiest clot.’’ The 
preacher who shuts himself up‘ among his books at 
the beginning of the week, an emerges at the end of 
it with a carefully prepared sermon, may be guilty of 
something which approaches intellectual debauchery. . 
Nothing in the world is more delightful to an intel- 
lectual man than to have the time and opportunity to 
do his work without interruption. Few things are 
worse for his immortal .soul than that he should be 
able so to gratify himself. The preparation of the 
sermon may easily become an act of harmful self- 
indulgence that is all the more seductive because dis- 
guised as the careful discharge of a duty. 

Social conventions which tend to separate the dis- 
ciple from his brethren are serious obstacles in the 
path of the Christian, There is a deal of snobbish- 
ness in this country among well-to-do ‘people. It is 
a sad thing when layman or minister finds it impos- 
sible to feel at ease in the homes of the very poor. 
Those who can afford to take places in drawing-room 
cars or to summon a taxicab are apt to lose by de- 
grees the capacity to be comfortable under the con- 
ditions to which the masses of their brethren are 
rei igh If a minister cannot find time to visit every- 
body in his congregation, let him put the well-to-do 
people at the foot of his list, Both classes need his 
ministrations, but it is in the service of the poor that 
his own spiritual development will most effectually be 
stimulated, 

No reference has been made to Bible study as an 
aid to any one religious experience, because in fact 
such study may be so pursued as to minister to each 
and all of them. The Bible is the record of the 
whole of God's self-revelation. If a man is enough 
in earnest to have experienced a genuine spiritual 
need, the quest for satisfaction in the pages of Holy 
Writ is a quest which is certain to be rewarded, ~ Let 
it be remembered, however, that the written word is 
not an end in itself. Through the recorded messages 
of the Spirit we are evér to seek for the revelation of 
that living Word who was content to be made flesh 
and to tabernacle among us. If in connection with 
Bible study I may make a single suggestion to my 
younger friends, it is this—to give large place to the 
study of the Psalms, and not to be content till you 
have memorized them all. Intimate familiarity with 
them will prove an unspeakable blessing in every 
crisis of life. ‘The revelation of Divinity, of which 
they are the transparent medium, will be a lantern 
unto your feet and a light unto your paths, 
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Acdpl 
Lo, He Cometh 


By Annie Johnson Flint 


O, HE cometh! Lo, He cometh! 
Not as once he came to earth,— 
Meek and gentle, poor and lowly, 
Through the gate of human birth ; 
Not to walk with feet a-wearied 
Through a world of sin and pain, 
By his own despised, rejected,— 
Lamb of God, for sinners slain. 
Now in majesty he cometh, 
Cloudy splendors wrap him ’round ; 
Wake, ye dead, and list, ye living,— 
Hark! the trumpet’s awful sound ; 
Now his face is like the lightning, 
And his eyes are like a flame ; 
Lion of the Tribe of Judah, 
Heaven and earth adore his name, 


Lo, He cometh! Lo, He cometh! 
Bride and Spirit echo ‘* Come~” ; 
Come to heal thy hurt creation, 
Come to take thy people home ; 
Mount the throne, O Son of David, 
Take the sceptre, Prince of Peace ; 
Come—and hush the drums’ loud beating, 
Come—and bid all conflict cease. 
Come—and furl the flags of warfare, 
Come—and sheathe the nations’ swords, 
Come—and reign in truth and justice, 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. 


Come in power, come in glory, 
Come to take thy Kingdom,—come ; 
Even so, O King and Bridegroom, 
Even so, Lord Jesus, come! 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class : 

BRITISH newspaper nacontty published a ter- 
rible article describing the effects of the poison- 
ous gas now used in the European War. 

** When we got to the hospital we had no difficulty 
in finding out in which ward the men were, as the 
noise of the poor devils trying to get breath was suf- 
ficient to direct us. . , . Their faces, arms, and hands 
were of a shining gray-black color, with mouths 
open, and lead-glazed 
backwards and forwards trying to get breath. It was 
a most appalling sight, all those poor black faves 
struggling for life.... The effect the gas has is to 
fill the lungs with a watery, frothy matter, which 

adually increases and rises till it fills up the whole 
ungs and-comes up. It is suffocation, slow drown- 
ing, taking in some cases one or two days. Eight 
died last night eut of twenty I saw, and most of the 
othets will die, while those who get over the gas in- 
variably develop acute pneumonia. It is without 
doubt the most awful form of scientific torture, Not 
one of the men I saw in hospital had a scratch or 
wound. The nurses and doctors were all working 
their utmost against this terror, but one could see 
from the tension of their nerves that it was like 
fighting a hidden danger which was overtaking 
every one.” 

We recoil i horror from the account of this ghastly 
death that is overtaking strong, brave men. And 
the infinitely more ghastly, horrible destruction that 
is overtaking many who seem to have no ‘scratch 
or wound,” through the sin that they are breathing 
into their lungs night and day, makes no impression 
upon us. Why isit? Let us think about this as we 

_ Study a lesson on sin, 


Our Background Material 
'. Last week we saw the kingdom of God's: Chosen 
People divided. . It has been divided from that da 
ta this, almost 3,000 years. It was divided poeadioom | 
sin. It has been noted that ‘‘this division of the 
kingdom marked an epoch of great importance in the 
history of the nation. Henceforth itis -a kingdom 
divided against itself’ (Matt. 12: 25).” Our Lord, 
in the same verse, said of such a kingdom that it ‘‘is 
brought to desolation.” How terribly true this has 
become of the Jewish people! We see beginnings 
of this desolation imthe lesson of to-day, commencing 
Jeroboam’s reign. We shall watch his kingdom go 
to pieces and finally into captivity. And Rehoboam’'s, 
the southern kingdom, did the same, though more 
slowly. The chart showing the national life and 
kings and prophets of the two kingdoms, given on 
page 449 in this issue, is worth clipping and keepipg 
in our Bibles. 

But it is part of the gospel, the Good News, that 
those two great sections of divided Israel are going 
to be reunited again on this earth, as all Israel sees, 
at his return in glory, that the Jesus whom they re- 
jected and crucitied is their Messiah and em, and 
accept him. Read the wonderful passages in Isaiah 
11: 10-13 and Ezekiel 37 : 15-28; tell the class plainly 
about this, and read to them the most striking parts 
of these two passages. 


The Lessecn Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles in this 
issue. Bold-face figures at the end of certain paragraphs in those 
articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

Shechem and Penuel were important, strategic 

laces in the land of Israel, and Jeroboam knew this. 
ee what Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 1) says, also Dr. 
Mackie (1). With Solomon’s precedent before him, 
eroboam may have made a very splendid place of 
is new capitai, Shechem. 

He was a shrewd, far-seeing man of great ability. 
See that the class understand how greatly Solomon 
trusted him and for what good reason (1 Kings 11 : 
28). He saw exactly how things were likely to go if 
the Lm of his ten tribes were permitted to journey 
regularly to Jerusalem, the capital of Rehoboam’s 
kingdom, to worship God. ‘ Likely,” that is, from 
every human standpoint. Oriental light shows what 
strong reason there was for Jeroboam’s fear, as Dr. 
Mackie (2) explains. His ‘far-sighted view led him 
to concentrate on the perils of his position.” 

Now far-sightedness is a'good thing. But it ma 
get us into trouble if we are so far-sighted as to look 


beyond God, or te look ahead to things without look- , 


ing through the lens of faith in Ged. Whoever con- 
centrates his attention on the perils of his position is 


headed for worse than periF: for certain disaster. | 


But if-we look unto Christ rather than unto our perils, 
our perils will be’ powerless. 


eyes, all swayi slightly * 
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‘LESSON 7. AUGUST 15. JEROBOAM LEADS ISRAEL INTO SIN 

-- 4 Kings 12 : 25-33. Commit verses 28, 29 . 
Golden Text: Thou shalt not make unto thee a graven image, nor any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them.— Exodus 20: 4, §a 


25 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the hiil-country of 
Ephraim, and dwelt therein ; and he went out from thence, 
and built Penuel. 26 And een said in his heart, Now 
will the kingdom return to the house of David : 27 if this peo- 
ple go up to offer sacrifices in the house of Jehovah at Jerusa- 
lem, then will the heart of this people turn again unto their 
lord, even unto Rehoboam king of Judah: and they will kill 
me, and return to Rehoboam king of Judah. 28 Whereupon 
the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold ; and he 
said unto them, ! It istoo much for you to go up to Jerusalem ; 
behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the 
land of Egypt. 29 And he set the one in Beth-el, and the 
other put he in Dan. 30 And this thing beeame a sin ; for the 
people went fo worship before? the one, even unto Dan. 31 And 

e made houses of high places, and made priests from among 
all the people, that were not of the sons of Levi. g2 And jcre- 
boam ordained a feast in the eighth month, on the fifteenth day 
of the month, like unto the feast that is in Judah, and he ® went 
up unto the altar : so did he in Beth-el, * sacrificing unto the 
calves that he had made : and he placed in Beth-el the priests 
of the high places that he had made. 33 And he * went u 
unto the altar which he had made in Beth-el on the fifteent 
day in the eighth month, even'in the month which he had de- 
vised 5 of his own heart: and he ordained a feast for the chil- 
dren of Israel, and ® went up unto the aliar, to burn incense. 


10Or, Ye have gone up long enough *% Or, each of them %Or, 
offered upon * Or, to sacrifice % Another reading is, afaré 
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As Jeroboam’s thoughtful mind saw the difficulty, 
what first fatal mistake did he make ? 

When we are confronted by some tremendous diffi- 
— what is the first and instant move that we 
oug t to make? : 

rayer. 


It is not easy for us to see just what the right selu- 
tion of Jeroboam’s great problem was to have been. 
But it is easy for us to see that he might have asked 
God, and ought to have asked God, what the solution 
was. God would have told him. God could have 
accomplished the impossible, and have seen to it that 
the ple worshiping at the temple at Jerusalem 
should still remain loyal to Jeroboam, if he had been 
a king after God's own heart as God gave him the 
opportunity of being. Or God might have directed 
some other arrangement. 

A first break is always followed bya second unless 
the first is acknowledged and repaired. 

Jeroboam’s second break was what Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (II, 2) calls his wonderfully clever and subtle 
proposal, not involving new gods, but only accommo- 
dating the old religion to new conditions. 

Show the class how startlingly identical are Jero- 
boam’s words (v. 28) and the words in Exodus 32 : 4. 

Get theclass to think out for themselves what Jeéro- 
boam’s motives were in planning this change in wor- 
ship (Mrs. Baldwin, 4). 

In both the Exodus experience and Jeroboam's there 
was an attemptto straddle or compromise. Theydid 
not openly reject Jehovah; indeed, they openly 
recognized him as the One who had brought them out 
of Egypt’s bondage. They simply wanted to worship 
him in their own way,—a different way from that 
which He had asked. 

‘**We would not give up our worship of God for 
anything; we are simply using a valuable and vis- 


ible image to direct our worship to him,” they were - 


saying. 

How often people reason that way to-day. They 
want to do things that are a little off color, a little to 
one side of the ‘strait and narrow path,” and so 


they explain—to their own troubled censciences and~ 


to others—‘ Why, of course we are doing God's will, 
but we are doing it in this way.” 

‘I am sure God wants people to have a good time 
in life,” says such a one, “and I can certainly be a 
sincere Christian and worship him just as well—or a 

reat deal better—by going to the theater and by 

ancing, as by giving up those innocent, happy 
things and re a gloomy, narrow, unhappy life.” 
What's the use of being so Puritanical, especially in 
the matter of dancing? is ‘a question discussed by 
Mr. Ridgway. (1) 

These earnest people would not give up their wor- 
ship of God, no, not for anything - Sat they are sure 
they can worship him better by idols—though they 
don’t call them idols—than without them. 

The business man excuses his shady transaction 
by explaining that he wants to make all the money 
he can and use that money effectively in God’s ser- 
vice. Money-making is his idol. He would not stop 
worshiping God for anything in the world ; he will 
simply worship him by way of the idol of covetous- 
ness. 

Very familiar idol-worship suggestions of to-day 
are made by Mrs. Baldwin (2). Even Ged’s best 
gifts may become our idols, as a Round-Table illus- 
tration (1) shows. |; 

And all-the time God’s voice was thundering in 
Israel's and Jeroboam's ears the words of the Gokten 
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Text. Thew knew, but any | wouldn't listen. So 
often we know, but we won't listen. 

Show the class the four distinct sins that followed 
this first sin (Griffith Thomas, in the numbered para- 
graphs under the topic ** Faz/ure”’). 

Substituting a milder label for sin only makes -the 
sin more dangerous (Round Table, 2). 


The Truth That Is Golden 

An idol is something that we put ahead of God in 
our life and interests. Various meanings of the 
original Hebrew words that are translated ‘idol ” 
in different parts of the Old Testament are: iniquity, 
vanity, mig vy one, a god, a thing of nought, a cause 
of trembling, horror, strife, a cause of grief. Every- 
thing that we let become more important to us than 
God can mean all these things tous. That is why 
God is ‘‘a jealous God.” Not because he is selfish ; 
but because he loves us so. He knows that unless 
he has first ein our life we shall suffer terribly. 
He knows that if we give him first place he can and 
wilt filt our life with such wonderful blessings as we 
would never dare to ask or think. 

But suppose we say: ‘1 know ail this, and I don't 
want to let other things get first place in my life; 
but’ sometimes I cannot help it. have tried over 
and ever again, and I keep on failing. What can I 
do?” Nething. But Jesus Christ can do every- 
thing. He knew that we never could put the idols 
out of our life. So he came to do it for.us, It cost 
him his life. And if we surrender ourselves entirel 
inte his hands, and then quietly trust him, he will 
moment by moment work the miraele of causing our 
very desires for the idols, no matter what they are, 
to drop away from us dead. Christ is our only but 
all sufficient escape from idol worship. 


Teaching Points 

Perhaps the people in Jeroboam’s day were living up to 
the light they had, says some one, ‘The Golden Text, 
which they had, nails that lie, 

The hopeless sinfulness of the human heart, even in 
God’s own people, is shown by Israel’s willingness to 
listen to the gross lie at the end of verse 28, 

Show from the map how Israel was practically bounded 
by a lie (the idols at Bethel and Rote When we turn 
away from God our lives are shut in by lies on every side. 

‘* This thing became a sin’’ (v. 30). It was a sin to 
begin with; but sin breeds sin if it is not scotched, 

The mixed population and religion of the Samaritans 
began by the same sort of thing that Jeroboam did (2 Kings 
17,3 27-33). 

Idolatry is always and only disobedience. 

The Scofield Reference Bible heads this lesson section : 
**Jeroboam destroys the religious unity of the nation.’’ 


Their political unity had already been destroyed, The- 


house was indeed divided against itself. 


Note the striking fact in 2 Chronicles 11 : 13, 14, that 
the priests and Levites of all Israel turned to Rehoboam 
and Judah and Jerusalem, 


Notice also in 2 Chronicles 11: 16, 17 that a minority 
or remnant of Israel still persisted in seeking Jehovah, fol- 
lowing after the priests, and going to Jerusalem to sacri- 
fice to the God of their fathers, with a blessed result, God 
always has some who remain true to him, 

It has always been popular to think that the old Mt, 
Sinai religion, or the old Mt, Calvary religion, needs im- 
proving to suit the times (Ridgway, 2). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Was Jeroboam’s fear that Israel might turn to Reho- 
boam a wise or foolish fear? 

Why did God want no image of himself made? 

Can one person make another sin ? 

Why had not the conimon people a right to be made 
priests ? 

Is one place or time more sacred than another in God’s 
sight? Give your reasons, 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the classa week ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation. ] 


Asa’s Good Reign (2 Chron. 15: 1-15) 


To be at war with God often means war with men 
—and perhaps defeat. To be at peace with God 
means victory and peace in everything else. Reho- 
boam, king of Judah, was at war with God. His 
grandson Asa made peace with God; and wonderful 
thiags happened. Chapters 14 and 15 of 2 Chronicles 
tell of them. 


Ts it hard or easy to find God? * 

In what words are the terrible conditions of war of that 
day described? 

What ‘‘ reform’? did Asa carry out ? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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EACONS are fires often used on hills as signals. 
‘There are lives recorded in Scripture which act 
as danger-signals, beacon-lights of warning, to 

tell us of perils. Such a one was Jeroboam, who is 
invariably described as ‘* who made Israel to siu.” 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 


Connection. —‘The events followed immediately on 

those of the last.lesson, Jeroboam was appointed 
king on the severance from Rehoboam. His early life 
should be noted (11 : 26-39)...He has been propheti- 
cally designated to the magyar to The people felt 
that they must have a ruler, and they naturally turned 
to Jeroboam., 
t is significant that the stcry clearly implies the 
existence of thelaw of: Moses-at this time,-a poiat of 
great importance for modern study of-the Old. ‘lesta- 
ment. 

Time.—975 B. C. is the usual date givew to- the 
events of the disruption, as seen last week: 


Il. The Lesson 


Fears (vs. 25-27).—Jeroboam had a great oppor- 
tunity on being appointed king of Israel (v. 20). 
Shechem was the natural place for his capital (v. 25), 
as in the center of the land and also as located in tlie 
territory of Ephraim. Penuei was in Gilead, between 
the Jabbok and Succoth, on the east of Jordan (Gen. 32: 
30), an important place, controlling routes. The exact 
site is unknown (Judg. 8: 8), Fetdbne's building 
of these places meant rebuilding them and fortifying 
them (9 : 17). Perhaps his precautions implied a 
foreboding of danger. And certainly he was afraid 
of trouble from Rehoboam (v. 26), even though he 
had been assured of his position by the prophet. (1) 

It was the custom wanree 2 the law to go up to 
Jerusalem regularly to worship (Deut. 12: 11, 14; 
16 : 6, 15, 16; 1 Sam. 1: 3, 7), and Jeroboam felt that 
all his precautions would be useless while-Jerusalem 
remained the center of religion. With all his worldly 
pesspertty (v. 25), there were political and, personal 

ears. is farsighted view led him to concentrate on 
the. perils of his position. He. mever seems to. have 
thought of taking God or His servant the prophet into 
consideration and counsel. 

Faithlessness (vs. 28-30).—Jeroboam evidently took 
counsel with the advisers who had helped him to be- 
come king (v. 20). It is always easy to get advice 
in regard to evil (vs. 9-11). ‘The result was that the 
king made two golden calves and placed tliem .at 
convenient sacred spots, Bethel (Gen. 28: 11-19) id 
the south, and Dan (judg. 18: 13) in the north of the 
kingdom, to obviate the necessity of the people going 
all the way to Jerusalem... The use of calves is 4 re- 
minder of Aaron’s action (Exod. 32: 4) and perhaps 
they were intended to represent the cherubim on 
the mercy-seat in the most holy place of the taber- 
nacle and temple. The proposal was wonderfully 
clever and subtle. It did not involve new gods, but 
only an accommodation of the old religion to the new 
conditions. No doubt this was the reason why the 
people so readily accepted aifd followed the plan, espe- 
cially as Dan had long been a sanctuary and Bethel 
was near isc (2) 

It would seem that Bethel became the chief place, 
because of its convenient location. But the ‘thing 
became asin.” It was a sin in itself (Exod. 20: 4) 
and led to other evils in its train. The words of 
Jeroboam (whether as ren@ered in text or margin) 
were full of clever hypocrisy, because Shechem was 
only about forty miles from Jocasalem. But of course 

oing there for the religious feast Would be fatal to 
Jeroboam's position and power. What a fine testi- 
mony to the place of religion in national life. Jero- 
boam realized that politics without religion would be 
powerless, and so he planned accordingly. He used 
the strong and bitter jealousy between Samaria and 
Jerusalem to further his own ends, feeling sure the 
people would readily fall in with his suggestions, 
as they did. Thus he traded on their ignorance, 
jealousy, and superstitions. But it was a foolish 
experiment and a really wicked act. The pretext 
was plausible, as people do to-day who say it is too 
far to church, especially on wet Sundays, and yet the 
history of Israel, as well as the divine calling of the 
nation, should have told Jeroboam that the action 
was wrong inits origin, sinful in its essence, and sure 
to be disastrous in its outcome. 

Failure (vs. 31-33).—The initial act soon led to 
other sins : 

1. Unauthorized places o£ worship were appointed 
in the houses of high places which had become wrong 
from the time of the temple (3 : 2; 2 Kings 17 : 29). 
Hij-h places were probably selected as localities near- 


est to the deity, who was regarded as transcendent 
or existing above earth ané man. 

2. Unauthorized priests then followed. The divine 
law had limited these priests to the house of-Levi 


‘in sey 


— 





(13: 33; 2 Kings 17 : 32; 2 Chron. 13: 9). eroboam 
drew the priests from the people, without distinction, 
while God's word was clear (Deut. ro : 8, 9). 

3. ‘The unauthorized feast naturally followed, It 
was made in imitation of the feast of tabernacles, on 
the fifteenth day of the seventh month (Lev. 23: 34; 
1 Kings 8: 2), the great festival of the year, and a 
time of speciai rejoicing. Jeroboam kept the same 
day but altered the month, perhaps because the har- 
vest would be later in the north. The altar would 
doubtless .be one corresponding with the brazen altar 
in the temple. 

4. Unauthorized action on the king’s part crowned 
this sinfulness, for he had no right to usurp the 
functions of the priests (2 Chron. 26: 18). The whole 
thing..was the result of his own devices (v. 33), as 
the next chapter shows in detail. He was utterly 
callous about God's will and word, and went his way 
regardless of consequences. We blame Rehoboam 
for weakness, but at least he was concerned for God's 
law (v.24). Strength in wickedness is sad and terri- 
bie.. Such people are described as ‘‘ doing evil with 
both hands earnestly” (Micah 7: 3). Perhaps Jero- 
boam deliberately did this himself to add splendor 
to the inauguration of the new worship and at the 
same time to encourage the new priests and allay 
any fears they might have. 

Opportanity should be taken to read the sequel to 
this in the later life of Jeroboam (chaps. 13 and 14). 
All the warnings were unheeded. 


Ill. Central Truths 


1. Lhe Character of the Sin.—The sin of Jeroboam 
influenced the whole of the Northern kingdom for 250 
years and led to the captivity (2 Kings 17 : 21-23), 
Over twenty times he is described in the solemn 
words: ‘‘Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made 
Israel to sin." What was the precise error and 
wrong? It was not rebellion (11: 26 to 12: 20). It 
was not the worship of other gods, a breach of the 
first commandment. But it was the definite breach 
of the second commandment (see Golden Text), the 
worship of the true God in a wrong way. In certain 
aspects of appearance it could be considered right ; 
it was wrong, because it was the deliberate 
choice of Jeroboam’s own way aseto the place, method, , 
and time of worship.(1 Kings 14: 9). 

And thus it was what may be called a man-made 
religion, and its features demand special attention. 
its Origtn: It arose from Jeroboam’s own heart 
(v. 26), and was characterized all through by the 
same human features (‘‘ made,” 28, 31, 32; ‘* set,” 
‘*put,” 29; *‘ordained,” 32, 33; ‘‘devised,’’ 33).. /¢s 
Purpose: Selfishness dominated everything (vs. 27- 
29). /ts Pretense: The suggestion that it was for 
the people’s good was manifestly unreal (v. 28). /¢s 
Characteristic: It was absolutely against the word 
of God (v. 28). J/¢s Tendency : Sin was the inevit- 
able result (v. 30). 

2. The Cause of the Sin.—The fundamental trouble 
was Jeroboam's distrust of God (11:38). If only he 
had waited, a way would have been shown him. We 
cannot meet difficulties by stratagems, we must not 
do evil that good may come (Rom. 3: 8). The end 
does #of¢ justify the means, In his supposed worship 
of God he was really worshiping his own will. It 
was of course a fine testimony a bad man to the 
power of religion. If we go deeply into politics we 
shall be sure to reach down totheology. The na- 
tional character of the people really depends on the 
national idea of God. But religion depends on divine 
revelation, not on human invention or speculation, 


-and no expediency can ever take the place of trust. 


The condition of all individual and national safety 
and stability is obedience to the word of God, Prin- 
ciple, not policy, must rule. 

All this shows the truth of the words, ‘‘he that 
trusteth to his own heart is a fool” (Prov. 28 : 26). 
‘*Trust in Jehovah with all thy heart, and lean not 
upon thine own understanding ” (Prov. 3: 5-7). This 
is the antidote to ‘‘ his own heart” (12: 33). It has 
often been told, and cannot be told too frequently, 
that when Henry Clay was about to propose a certain 
measure to Congress some one told fins that it would 
imperil or even destroy his chances of being Presi- 
dent. Clay replied: ‘‘Isit right?” ‘* Yes,” was the 
rejoinder. ‘‘‘T’hen,” said Clay, ‘‘I would rather be 
right than be President.” 

t is worth while contrasting Christianity with all 
other religions and religious systems. ‘The former is 
a divine revelation; the latter are human evolutions. 
One isa divine gift ; the others are human efforts. 
One is God's provision for man; the others are man’s 
efforts to reach God. Like Jacob’s ladder, these re- 
ligions are all ‘set up on earth,” but unlike Jacob’s, 
the tops do not ‘‘reach to heaven” (Gen. 28: 12). 
Nothing can possibly make up for God’s religion of 
redemption, his salvation on -his.own terms, in his 
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own terms, in ‘his own way, and for-his owa-glory. 
This is the vital and fundamental issue in the story 
of Jeroboam. 
IV. A Lesson Outline 
1. Fears (Deut. 17 : 14 20)... 
2. Faithlessness (Deut. 4 : 14-20). 
3. Failure. (Hosea-5 : 8-14). 
Wycuirre CoLtece, Toronto. 


Soe 
The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Leadership.—/¢erodoam said in his heart (v. 26). 
Like other ~— politicians, this Hebrew one. of 
the olden time did his important talking-on the inside 
of him. There never was a young man who hada 
more splendid opportunity than. Jereboam. Israel 
was just ripe for the right sort of leadership:- ‘There 
had been enough of the Sousa-band-marble-palace- 
prancing-steed kind of glory. She was all ready 
to swing back to the ram’s‘horn,-house of.cedar,- 
old-white-mule-David kind of leadership, Jeroboam 
had: to do but one simple thing. to’ score--success. 
Couple up with heaven. ‘This is the first -thing-any 

oung man needs to do to meet the demands of 
Coaerabio to-day. Right now enterprises-are crying 
for leaders. ‘* Key-men,” as they are called.. Just 
as I write I have an application for one by one of the 
greatest manufacturers in ourland. The first article 
of the specification is, ‘‘He must be an earnest 
Christian man.” Wise: manufacturer! ‘To-night I 
will be entertained by one of these ‘‘key-men,” who 
was selected by a great banker for a high place in 
one of our largest corporations. He is a Sunday- 
school man. Do not any of you young fellows let the 
devil fool you as he did Jeroboam (Deut. 17: 18-20; 
Luke 12: 42-44). 

** Wide Open.” — Whereupon the king took counsel, 
and made two calves of gold (vy. 28). But he chose 
the wrong counselors, nly one counselor for a 
young man, and that is God. Never ask men how 
to handle men. Men don’t know how to handle men. 
They cannot even tell you how to handle a boy. If 
you have an obstreperous, bad boy in your Sunday- 
school er family, ask the wisest men you know how 
to handle him, and they can not tell you. Then go 
into your closet and ask God what to do, and see if 
he does not tell you. Lots of folks don’t realize that 
a human life is a heavenly thing, and can only be 
understood and properly handled by heavenly counsel. 

When we deal with souls, we handle the highest 

roduct of heaven (Gen. 1:27; Psa. 100:3). Israel 

new its own history,,and Israel knew exactly what 
calf-worship meant. Jeroboam would make himself 
popular by running things ‘‘ wide open” (Exod. 32: 
19-25). hat’s the use of being so Puritanical? A 
little dancing hurts no one, and since they will dance 
anyway, we might as well haveit in the parish-house 
or church-basement. The dance of the calves meant 
death. Has always meant death. Death to the 
finer tissues of gentle womanhood, and often death 
to soul and body. Ask the settlement-worker. (1) 


Called and Not Called.— Made priests... that were 
not of the sons of Levi (v. 31). Made preachers out 
of men who were not called into the ministry. That 
was his great offense. He belittled God to his people 
by saying, ‘‘God did not know what he was talking 
about when he said who should be priests” (Num. 
8: 23-26). Many a man has become a ‘‘priest” 
simply to please his mother or for some other reason 
than because he is ‘‘a son of Levi” and called to the 
high service. Nearly all ‘* priestly ” failure is due to the 
Jeroboam way of manufacture. Ifa young man goes 
into the ministry for any other reason than a long, 
loud and persistent call from God, alas for the man! 
The Lord loves the ‘‘sons of Levi,” and takes care 
of them most beautifully, and has a way of swinging 
their children up into the high places (Psa. 102: 28). 
I have a clergyman friend who is a most able man. 
He was formerly in the steel business with his 
brothérs. He heard a call of God to the ministry, 
and he went.. His brothers stayed and have become 
rich. By a course of events he came to be secretary 
to a high church official. Said he to me, ‘‘ Ridgway, 
I wantachurch. I am nothing now butaclerk. I[ 
gave up business once to go out and help save the 
world by preaching the gospel. I want to be a 

astor.” hen God found out what he hungered for 
in his heart, what do you suppose God did for his 
prayer t Made him a bishop, that his spirit might 
léss a whole diocese. 


“The Old-time Religion.”—Like unto the feast 
that is in Judah (vy. 32). Jeroboam was an ‘“ up-to- 
date” one. It was about time that old Mt. Sinai re- 
ligion was improved to suit the times, and he was the 
chap to doit. When some of the professors who are 
going to, improve this old Mt. Calvary religion ay 
ably one of the first things ‘“‘improved” will be to 
move Christmas to the gone flowers, and have the 
Lord’s day once in a while instead of once in a week. 
Ever since God gave the world a religion, Jeroboams 
have been ‘‘improving” upon it to the sorrow of 
those who have suffered the improvements. I was 
up through central Pennsylvania this summer among 




















LESSON FOR AUG. I5 (1 Kings 12 : 25-33) 
the broad-brim farmers. 


They are a very religious 
They have few modern improvements in 


their religion. ** The old-time religion is good enough 
fur me,” would be their favorite if Charley Alexander 
ever got up there. They have eer ees 2 
quartette choirs, no moving: ure shows. t they 
certainly look prosperous. Great double-decker barns 
packed full. Broad acres kept like gardens. No 
uarrels, no lawsuits, no sheriff. Just the simple 
life next the soil, next the Book, next to God. No 
criticism, no new in ae no frills, no pan geen 
ust bumper ter bumper crop, and not an 
oe mouth in the whole countryside (Isa. 65: 21-23; 
Deut. 28:12). (2) . 
Home-made — Which he had devised of 
his own heart (v. 33). ‘This important religion was 
devised in his deceitful heart and not in his cunning 
head (Jer. 17:9).. Maybe it might have worked better 
and lasted longer had it come from the head. Some 
head-religions work oh, a we for a while until they 
strike a snag, like the loss of a loved one or the loss 
of a- living. I used to have one in my college days. 
Mine struck an ice-wagon. Ben Franklin had a 
beautiful one. Get his charmi mesma tim ge A and 
let him tell you all about it—and some other things. 
Like all that Poor Richard ever wrote, itis well worth 
reading. Any religion devised inthe heart of a man 
cannot be other than a very sorry affair. The streain 
can be no purer than its source, If you have not 
hunted up that reference yp there, do so and you will 
know -why heart religions are usually of calf-dance 
sort. -Mormonism is a heart-devised religion, and out 
of it has come the Mountain Meadow massacre and 
women’s broken hearts. And the monster this day 
is showing us his teeth like a snarling dog. God has 
written his own label for this heart-made religion, 
and it has been printed all down the centuries, 
'**Sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which made 
Israel to sin” (2 Kings 3: 3, etc.). 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 
“% 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
partment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
lesson ‘illustration used. and-two dollars for the best 

illustration each week. Manuscripts are to reach the ‘limes 
three months in advance of the lesson date. A circular explain- 
ing the acceptance of material, and the year’s lesson calendar, 
will be sent for a 4wo-cent stamp. 


_ What the Boys Wanted.— 7#ou shali not... (Golden 
Text). A club,of boys started to play. ball in the 
‘street one, spring, but their consciences told them. it 
was not right, and they finally came to the leader of 
their club and said: ‘ Please tell us whether it is 
right to play baseball in the streets." Her reply in 
part was, ** hy do you ask me? You know there 
is an ordinance against playing ball in the streets of 
New York.” Their reply well illustrates human 
nature the world ever. ‘*Oh, Miss Buck,” they said, 
‘if you would only forbid us te do it, it would be so 
much easier.”—From the Rochester Times. Sent by 
W. J. Hart, D.D., Dolgevitle, N. Y. 


Child: Idols:— Thou shali not make... nor serve 
them (Golden Text).- If God had granted my ardent 
prayers for the life of my beautiful first-born son 
when he was taken sick when nine months old, I 
never would have been the man I am now; I would 
have remained a good-for- nothing fellow, a disgrace 
to my family. But when I steod with my dear, de- 
spairing wife at the cradle containing the lifeless 
bedy of our ouly child the tien arose in my miad, 
Why has God taken this beautiful child from us? 
why has he net granted my prayers for the life of 
our dear child? Then, suddesly, a low voice spoke 
to my soul: ‘*Theu shalt not have any other gods 
beside me.” This voice breught me to my knees. 
Yes, I always prayed; prayed for earthly, material 
things, but never for spiritual blessings. We had 
made this child our god, eur idel. Here, at the cradle 
of our only treasure, my eyes were opened. Here I 
found my Saviour; he comforted me in my great af- 
fliction so that I was soon able te say, ‘‘ Thy will be 
done.’ —From Christian Herald. Sent by Vivian 
Fisher, Vittoria, Ont. (1) 

Better Than a Malf Crown.—7hou shalt not bow 
down thyself unto them, nor serve them (Golden 
Text). T'wo brothers lived in Glasgow during one 
of Mr. Moody’s visits to the city. ne was a con- 
verted man, but his brother was a wordling and an 
inveterate smoker. One day the former said to his 
brother, ‘* Look here, Charlie, if you will give up that 
pipe for three months, I will give you half-a-crown.” 
** Done!” said Charlie, and he laid the pipe on the 
mantel-shelf, and his brother put the money along- 
side of it. The three months expired, and the 
brother said, ‘‘ Now, Charlie, I suppose you will pick 
up the old pipe again and have a smoke?” ‘* No,” 
said Charlie, as he pocketed the half-crown, ‘* was 
converted at Moody and Sankey’'s meeting last night, 
and I have been promised a whole crown if I don’t 
take up that idol again, and, thank God, I have ac- 
cepted the offer."—From The Christian Herald. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Greetland, Halifax, Eng. 

Too Much.—t is too much for you to go up to 
Jerusalem (v. 28).. A lady came to her pastor, ‘bear- 
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The Kings of Israel and Judah 


The above chart was prepared by the late Professor Willis d; 
Beecher, D.D., and, having appeared in one or more issues‘ of The 
Sunday School Times in past years, is pow reprinted as of special use- 
fulness with the current lessons. 

e names of kings are in Roman, of prophets in small capitals, 
and of events in italic. 

The numerals following the name of each king indicate the years 
that were called by his name. Commonly, the king’s accession occurred 
the year before his “ first year,”’ the year in which a king succeeded 
another being counted to the outgoing king. Sometimes, however, it 
is counted to both, and is the “first year” of the incoming king. 

The years used in the Babylonian, Assyrian, and Israelitish chron- 
ology are vernal years, from March to March, not from January to 
January. ‘This would make a difference in the year-number of events 
occurring between January and March. 

What is given in the chart as the biblical chronology -differs 
slightly from that of Usher. 

The Assyrian count of years is shorter than the biblical by fifty- 
one years. here the Assyrian and the biblical numbers differ, the 
Assyrian numbers are added in pareptheses. 


449 


ing complimentary tickets and inviting him and his 
family to attend with her a course of lectures on 
mental healing. She told how much she had been 
benefited by a similar course given a short time be- 
fore by the same speaker. Her health had been 
greatly improved, she was stronger and better in 
every way. ‘‘I would be glad to attend,” replied 
the pastor, ‘* but you know our church—your church— 
is just now engaged in revival meetings, I have not 
seen you there yet. Will you not come and me in 
the good work?” ‘Why, pastor, you know how 
deeply I am interested in the work of the church, 
But aos | my health has been so very ny 

have not felt able to attend."—Sent by Re 
Hutchinson, Allerton, lowa. 


g the Label.-— 7/7 ¢s 200 much for you to go 
up te Jerusalem (v. 28). Dr. Chapman relates that 
after an earnest sermon by a distinguished minister, 
dealing plainly and pointedly with sin, one of the 
church officers came to the study of the pastor and 
expressed himself somewhat as follows: ‘* We do not 
want you to talk as plainly as you did about ‘sin, 
because if our boys and girls hear yeu talking so 
much about sin they will more easily beconie sinners. 
Call it a mistake if yoi will, but do not speak so 

lainly abeut sin.” ‘The paster took down a small 
ttle of strychnine, marked ‘ Poison,” avd showed 
it to his visitor, saying, ‘I see what. you want me to 
do, You want me tochange the label. Now, sup- 
pese I take this label off.and substitute another, say, 
*Essence of tr. seed do you not see what hap- 
ns? The milder you make your label’the more 
langerous you make yeur poison,” Jeroboam 
changed the label and the more easily led Israel into 
the sin of idolatry. Sin.is the same deadly poison 
whatever label you put on it, but the milder you 
make the label the more likely people are to be be- 
guiled.— From “ Revival Sermons” by J. Wilbur 
Chapman, Sent by the Rev. A. F. Weaver, Lock 
Haven, Pa. The prize for this week is awarded to 
this illustration, (2) ‘ 


Imprisoned.— And went up unto the altar, to burn 
incense (v. 33). A man once dreamed that he found 
himself in a church with the old sexton, who was 
going reund with a lighted taper; seeing all was 
tight befere locking up. Looking up inte the dim 
recesses of the roef, he was just able to distinguish a 
number of handsome birds hopelessly floundering 
about and apparently trying to get threugh the roof, 
while a number of ethers seemed to have fallen asleep 
‘on the beams'and rafters. ‘* What are these?” he 
‘asked in amazement... ‘*Ohb!”’ said the sexton, 
«these. are some of the prayers said here. to-day. 
Only a few have gone up to God. These will never 
reach him, for they were mere words. 

rayers of the Aeart are heard b 

eaven. So of the incense burne 
From The Sunday School Chronicle. 
M. Watts, Herne Hill, London, Eng. 


© 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


E SAW last week the town of Shechem, which 
Jeroboam practically rebuilt for the capital of 
the new northern kingdom. For many rea- 

sons it might have seemed desirable to make the 
kingdom’s pelitical center at the same time its relig- 
ious center, but that was not the king’s policy. 

Let us see the place where he did establish the 


chief plaee. ef worship. 
Je 


that I 
uv. W. B. 


Only the 
the Father in 
by Jeroboam.— 

ent by Mrs. 


Our map shows, about a 


dezen miles north of Jerusalem, a V to whose point 


. aT 


x. 















MAP PATENT No.658,569 BY UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD 
the number 29 is attached to identify it. We will 
stand’at the V’s point and look north. 

Beyond half a mile of rolling ground used for fields 
and olive orchards a low hill rises, itself partly cov- 
ered with olive trees. The stone houses of a little 
village show here and there among the trees. At 
either side, beyord that knoll, the ground leoks like 
half-barren pasture land, stony and unpromising. 
This place is believed to be the Ecthel of ancient 
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story—the place associated with Abraham’s 
worship (Gen. 12:8) and Jacob’s vision 
(Gen, 28 : 11-19 and 35 11), It was doubt- 
less because of these solemn associations with 


the past that Jeroboam established the peo- |. 


ple’s chief altar here, rather than at a more 
central and safe part of the new kingdom, 

Use a stereograph entitled * Rocky Bethel 
and its olive groves from the south,’ 

The Underwood ‘I'ravel System is, under this 
heading, applied as usual to the lesson of the 
week. ‘The use of the stereographs will be 
found a most practical help in making the les- 
son places real. Forty-five places will be visited 
during 1915, The forty-five stereographs cost 
$7.50, and, if all are ordered at one time, a cloth- 
bound, gold-lettered case will be given free. 
Twelve places will be described with the lessons 
of the third quarter; cost $2.00. ‘The five for 
August cost cents. Less than five in one 
order are 20cents each. Stereoscopes, go cents 
each. Lantern slides of the same scenes can 
also be lee gear Plain slides, 50 cents each ; 
sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. _In or- 
ders for twenty-five or more prices are: plain 
slides, 40 cents each ; sepia-tinted, 45 cents ; 
colored, $1. Postage or express is prepaid on 
orders for either stereographs or stereoscopes. 
Address The Sunday School Times Company, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


% 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, 24.A., D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


EROBOAM built Shechemand... Penuel 
(v. 25). 
ories connected with Abraham and 
Jacob and the first setting up the kingdom 
under Joshua (Josh, 24 : 25), and Jero- 
boam’s presence there would suggest that he 
was working for the fulfilment of the prom- 
ises made to Israel. He used to his own 
advantage the religious veneration of the 
people. At the present day practically all 
the shrine-visiting by pilgrims to Palestine is 
administered on the same lines for the profit 
and prestige of those who guard the sacred 
places of Jerusalem and other towns. (8) 

Now will the kingdom return to the ‘house 
of \David (v. 26). Religious festivals marked 
the course of the year in Israel, Occur- 
rences were remembered as having happened 
befote or after Passover,’ Tabernacles, etc, 
Interest gathered around the journey to and 
from Jerusalem, the meeting of scattered 
friends, the preparation of festival clothes, 
the crowds at the temple from different 
lands, and the sense, deepened at such times 
of assembly, of being all one family at the 
feet of God. Jeroboam in his managing, 
unscrupulous way saw that there would soon 
come a desire to get back to former condi- 
tions of union, and that he would be remem- 
bered as the man who organized the separa- 
tion and profited byit. In the East religion 
is not so much a matter of personal convic- 
tion as a bond of corporate life. In modern 
Syria it sometimes happens that a dispute 
arises. concerning certain claims and_privi- 
leges between the members of a village 
church and their priest or bishop. A depu- 
tation is sent to a Protestant Mission that 
they all wish to join the evangelical denomi- 
nation, and they undertake to supply a room 
for a chapel and school, and ask the favor 
of a trained native teacher to instruct them 
and their children in the true faith. The 
school, Sunday-school, prayer-meeting, and 
Sunday services are vigorously supported, 
and the people enter into aggressive discus- 
sion with their former priests over the ad- 
vantages of the. new religion and their per- 
manent and happy attachment to it. This 
bluff may be kept up for six months or more, 
until some compromise is arranged by the 

* patriarch, and then they al! return to their 
former allegiance. Usually, however, some 
of them find that they have been playing 
with fire, and the Word of God has entered 
with enlightening and purifying power. (2) 

it is too much for you (v. 28). An ap- 
peal to the principle on which they had’ re- 
belled,. to get rid of burdens. The Jews 
always speak of the Law as a yoke. 

This thing became a sin (¥. 30). An ac- 
cumulation of sins, in withdrawing from re- 
ligion the power of ancestral tradition and 
united custom, two shrines instead of one, 
Baal instead of Jehovah, an Ephraimite as 
high priest, priests who were not Levites, a 

~-tival to the Feast of ‘Tabernacles. -In Syria 


of to-day a similar breaking up of priestly 
authority is producing an. interval of lawless- 
ness among the people. 


ALEXANDRIA, EGypt. 





Those places had sacred mem-. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 


we thank thee that thou hast given us so many 
faithful leaders in church and state. We pray 
that no self-interest may destroy the conscience 
of any of these, and that men may not be led 
away to worship false gods. Keep us true to 
thee. May nothing draw us away from thy 
plan and purpose. May this school and this 
church acknowledge thy leadership, not only 
by word, but in every activity of this place. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A good many of us 
have tried to improve upon God’s plans, 
with poor results, And some have even 
tried to draw others away from God’s ways 
entirely, Don’t believe it? What about 
the girl who tells another that she is going 
to be the loser in so many things by joining 
the church? What about the man who 
preaches the substitution of the church-afield 
on Sunday instead of the church within 
walls? What about the boy who laughs at 
another. because he won’t smoke, or soil his 
lips with an evil story? 

Not all have forgotten how to point out a 
pleasanter and easier way than God has 
provided. I tell you, the laugh and the 
sneer and the scornful look will have a good 
deal to. answer for, 

If the druggist doesn’t give you pure 
drugs, you know what he is. If the dis- 
— of truth, the leader in what ought to 

e the best, gives you a thin and useless 
substitute, you know what he is. 

But God forbid that any one here should 
actually lead some one else into sin! What 
excuse could you have? What reason could 
you give to God? Suppose some one suffer- 
ing from sin could truthfully say that he was 
led into sin by and then your name! 








LED INTO SIN BY —— 


GOD FORBID! ° 


How you' would grieve over such a fact as 
that if your name filled up the blank! , In 
deed, let us pray most fervently that we shall 
never be the means of leading any one into 
that experience in anything. 


PHILADELPHIA, 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘**God calling yet! shall [ not hear?’’ 
** Jesus calls us, o'er the tumult.” 
**O Jesus, thou art standing.” 
** Sinners, turn ; why will ye die ?”’ 
** Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling."* 
** The Son of God goes forth to war," 
‘* Whe is on the Lord's side ?"’ 
* Yield not to temptation." 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 81 : 1-16 (166: 1, 2, 4. 5). 
Psalm 135 : 1-5, 15-21 (290 : 1, 2, 9, 10). 
Psalm 53 : 1-6 (111 : 1-3). 
Psalm 106': 1-7; 19-21; 47, 48 (218 : 1, 13.33.34). 
Psalm (15 : 1-18 (2gr : 1-3). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster. Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING.—There is only one 
true God. » 
Review,—Show a picture suggesting 
the Shepherd Psalm. A good shepherd 
leads his sheep. into green pastures and be- 
side still waters, just where they may find 
good food and drink. King David said, The 
rd is my shepherd. . . - He leadeth me in 
the paths of righteousness,,or in right ways, 
When David became king he tried to lead 
his people in ways of righteousness. David 
brought the ark of God to his holy tent. He 
wrote songs and prayers and trained choirs 
to worship the only true God. 

David’s son, King Solomon, built God’s 
temple and led the people -in right ways of 
worship for a while. Solomon’s son, King 
Rehoboam, did not try to lead Israel in right 
paths, He was so proud and selfish and 
cruel that, he lost part or .his kingdom. 
(Recall how he lost it and who gained it.) 

This Week's.Lesson Story.—When.Jero- 
boam. became -king, he led his people into 





very wrong, sinful ways. As you talk; draw 
one slanting line across the blackboard 
to indicate that Rehoboam was king of the 
smaller lower part, and Jeroboam was king 
of the larger northern part. 

In Rehoboam’s part was God’s beautiful 
temple, which King Solomon had built. ‘There 
was no temple in Shechem where Jeroboam 
lived. He knew that his people loved God’s 
temple in Jerusalem, and that when the 
feast days came around they would want to 

o there to worship their one true God. 
Jeroboam feared that if they went to Jerusa- 
em to worship they might decide to serve 
Rehoboam again as king. Jeroboam planned 
to keep them away from Jerusalem and their 
temple if he could. 

Jeroboam had lived some time in Egypt, 
where people worshiped sacred cows and 
calves, so he decided to make two golden 
calves, and to set them up,—not like monu- 
ements, but like gods to be worshiped. He 
chose two cities, one far to the north in Dan, 
and the other in the south at.Bethel. Of 
course the people were surprised to see these 
golden images set up. Jeroboam explained 
about them, saying, It is too far for you to 
go to Figeceen to worship. Behold thy 
gods, Israel, which brought thee out of 
the land of Egypt. It wasn’t true, for they 
were only idols. (Make plain the difference 
between monuments and idols.) The people 
of China, India, and Japan carve wonderful 
things from wood and ivory to make furni- 
ture ahd ornaments for the mantel-piece ; 
other people carve stone for buildings or to 
make monuments and statues for city parks ; 
other people carve beautiful figures from 
gold, silver, brass, etc. People often stop 
to admire such beautiful things ; but did you 
ever see any one kneeling to pray to a statue 
or monument? Theyare all right for monu- 
ments, but not to be worshiped. God’s 
Book teaches, Thou shalt not make unto 
thee a graven image, like anything in heaven 
or earth or the water, to bow down and 
worship it. ‘Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me. Our God is in the heavens, 
From Psalm 104 recall some of his wonderful 
works and wisdom. Use Psalm 115: 3-9 
responsively in describing the helplessness 
of idols, 

Jeroboam’s people began to worship the 
golden calves. In this way Jeroboam led 
them into great sin against the only true 
God, who had loved and cared for them so 
many years. God was grieved to see them 
worshiping idols, but that wasn’t al]. .Jero- 
boam built houses for idol worship, and chose 
priests who were not good people. They 
too taught Israeltosin. Jeroboam appointed 
a feast day to worship idols and to keep his 
people from going to Jerusalem. 

After the Story.—There are still some 
nations in the world who worship idols, and 
that grieves the heavenly Father. That is 
why we send missionaries to teach them 
about the only true God, and that idols of 
gold, silver, stone, brass, or wood cannot 
hear nor know nor help anybody. Show 
pictures of children attending missionary 
schools, Sing or repeat: 


‘* Father, lead thy little children 
Very early to thy throne ; 
We will have no gods before thee, 
Thou are God, and thou alone. 


‘* Though the heathen bow to idols 
‘They have made of wood and stone, 
We have Christian friends to tell us, 
‘Thou art God, and thou alone,” 
im an nior Hymnal, cents, Heidel- 
wee Pron Phila elpbia.) , ” #3 
A set of Graded Missionary Lessons. for 
three years for Primary children has recently 
been published in ‘* God’s Family,’’ by Mrs. 
Ralph H. Gaw, Topeka, Kansas (price 50 
cents). These lessons have been tested with 
Mrs. Gaw’s Primary children. They con- 
trast the customs and opportunities of chil- 
dren ** Like Me’’ and *‘ Not Like Me ’”’ ina 
most interesting way, and help children to 
realize that all the world’s children are a 
part of Goc’s great family. Sing, ‘* World 
Children for Jesus ’’ (Carols, 25 cents, Leyda 
Publishing Co., Chicago). 
Hand-work.—Give to each child a blank 
sheet of paper on which to paste pictures 
during the week of children of other lands. 


CHIGAGO. 





“ 


* “The Primary Department," by Ethel J. 
Archibald, discusses many necessary phasés 
of a primary teacher's problems and work. 
LEverf primary teacher should own a copy of 
this book. . The price is 50 cents postpaid 
Srom The Sunday School Times Co. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


HO. knows ‘Stonewall’? Jackson’s 
given name? Abraham Lincoln will 
always be called ‘‘ Honest Abe.’’ 

People ‘are often nicknamed because they 
have some conspicuous characteristic. Per- 
haps you know “lazy’’ Jane, ‘*studious ’’ 
Kate, or *‘ cheery ’’ Louise. 

Our study to-day is of a man who lived so 
that he brought upon himself the most dreadful 
of titles. Jeroboam’s name is scarcely men- 
tioned in the Bible without this epitaph ; 
‘¢*The man who made Israel to sin.’”? He 
has this designation twenty-three times in the 


book of Kings and it has followed him down - 


through the ages. 

Recall the dispute the people had with the 
new king Reho over the high taxes. 
‘The ten tribes rebelled. They are known as 
the Northern Kingdom, or Israel. Their 
capital was Shechem. Upon Solomon’s death 
Jeroboam was summoned from t by the 
people to defend their rights. ese ten 
tribes, refusing to have anything further to do 
with Rehoboam, elected Jeroboam to be their 
king. Only two tribes remained. ‘lhey are 
hereafter known as the Southern Kingdom, 
or Judah, Jerusalem was their capital. 
Rehoboam continued as their king. 

Spend time if need be in getting these facts 
clear in the minds of the girls, Confusion 
will most certainly follow and no helpfulness 
result unless the girls are clear on these points, 
Ask the girls to draw maps comparing the 
position and extent of the kingdoms, locating 
their capitals, etc. 

Our lesson to-day has to do with the North- 
ern Kingdom, Jeroboam was a man of ability 
and accustomed to managing affairs, What 
promise, and with what condition, had God 
given him? (11 : 38.) Jeroboam seemed to 
have all that he needed to be successful. 
What is success? Was Jeroboam a success- 
ful man? He was king over a large, pros- 
perous, wealthy people. His kingdom. was 
twice as large as Judah, and much more fer- 
tile. ; 

One of the first things Jeroboam did was to 
begin building. . Yet it bad been Solomon’s 
extensive operations that caused such dis- 
satisfaction. After establishing the capital 
and ‘fortifying ‘all defenses against armed in- 
vasions from without, Jeroboam began to look 
within his kingdom, — ‘* Jeroboam said in his 
heart ’’—do we ever say things in our ‘hearts 
that we would be ashamed to say openly? 

Jeroboam reasoned that the people had 
been accustomed to worshiping in the temple 
at Jerusalem. Ifthey should continue in this, 
what might occur? Was Jeroboam concerned 
about the honor and worship due God? Was 
he thinking of the help derived from 
worshiping God? -Jeroboam pretended 
that he was simply concerned for the welfare 
of the people, when in truth his thought cen- 
tered solely about himself. <A great big ‘‘I’’ 
filled his-horizon. (3) 

What did Jeroboam devise? These calves 
were placed at Bethel and Dan, that they 
might be accessible to the people. * (These 
towns had’ been the seats of ancient worship.) 
Presumably the king had no thought of in- 
Stituting idol worship. He persuaded the 
people that these images would remind them 
of God, which would be just as well as to 
actually worship God. (2) 

Satan is still making the same suggestions : 
It’s so far and so hot, it is too much for you 
to go to church and Sunday-school to-day. 
You were ata party last night, you are tired 
and need thesleep. It’s raining and it would 
never do for you to get wet going to Sunday- 
school. You are away from home enjoying 
a summer. outing. ©The out-of-doors is so at- 
tractive, why not commune with God in the 
woods rather than attend hot, stuffy church 
services. What’s to hinder remaining home 
with a good book where it is quiet and 
cool ? 

Satan’s delight is to win us to do things 
easier than the way God has designated. Any 
other than God’s way is invariably the. hard- 
est in the end. ‘* My yoke is easy, my bur- 
den light,’? while ‘*The way of the trans- 
gressor is hard.”’ 

Very soon the people were actually wor- 
shiping these calves. To worship any repre- 
sentation of God is idolatry. What distinct 
command has God given regarding images 
and idols? (Golden Text), Where are idols 
worshiped to-day? What is our duty to our 
heathen cousins who worship idols? 

One. act .of. disebedience led Jeroboam to 
another, . Sin always grows. .God had ex 
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- LESSON FOR AUG. I§ (x Kings 12 : 25-33) 


pressly forbidden the use of high places for 
worship. But they were built, Jeroboam 
chose other than the Levites for priests, He 
changed the date of their feast. His most 
presumptuous sin was in taking to himself the 
office of priest. 

It would have been sad enough if only Jero- 
boam himself had sinned, But he the 
people into sin, One never sins alone, By 
your example and influence you carry others 
along into sin with you. 

‘In the window of the village jeweler OP 
was aclock. As each villager passed 
accustomed to observe the time of day. ‘This 
clock played an important part in town affairs. 
One morning it was a few minutes late. 
School children concluded they had plenty of 
time. They were tardy at school. Young 
men and women looked and thought, ‘‘ No 
need to hurry.”” They were reprimanded by 
their employers for carelessly coming late. 
Business men glancing as they passed re- 
marked, ‘‘ Why rush so?’’ They missed their, 
trains. Every one who depended upon that 
clock was led astray. It appeared all right. 
Its hands were moving. It was ticking evenly. 
It struck the hours, Something was wrong 
inside. 

No matter who we are or how well we may 
‘appear, something is wrong inside so long as 
self is on the throne. Our influence upon 
others is bound to be harmful. There is but 
one remedy. Let God put anew heart within 
us (Ezek. 11 : 19, 20). 


Next Week’s Lesson 


What relation was Asa to Rehoboam? 

How long did Asa reign ? (1 Kings 15 : 10). 

Why did the Israelites turn to the people 
of Judah? 

What covenant did Asa and the people 
make? 

What was the doom of those who would 
not seek God? 

What is there in your life that needs re- 
forming ? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
‘By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


E began last Sunday’s lesson with a re- 
view about Saul, David, and Solomon 
being the first three kings, and then 

about how the kingdom was divided intotwo 
separate nations. The northern ten tribes 
were called Israel, with Jeroboam for king. 
The southern two tribes were called Judah, 
with Rehoboam as king. 

Teacher put it on the board like this : 





JEROBOAN, 
SAUL, DAVID, SOLOMON, / REHOBOAM, 

















Then we took up the lesson to find out what 
kind of king Jeroboam turned out to be. 

I had the first home study question, why 
Jeroboam set up two sanctuaries of his own. 
I explained about his being afraid that if his 
people went down to Jerusalem every year 
to that great feast they might turn back again 
to Rehoboam, and» he himself would lose 
out. So Jeroboam fixed up two places of 
worship in his own kingdom, and had a feast 
there to keep his people at home. ° 

Mr. Mason said Jeroboam’s idea was true 

. about religious gatherings drawing people’s 
hearts together, He says the way the de- 
nominations are drawing toward each other 
these days is largely the result of union re- 
vival meetings and interd inational con- 
ventions. He believes thatthe great World’s 
Sunday-school Conventions and all such 
meetings are doing a great deal toward 
drawing nations closer together and toward 
bringing them into co-operation instead of 
rivalry. 

But he said we’d see later on how Jero- 
boam’s scheme of preventing his people from 
going to the great national convention worked 
out. 

Bumps, in answer to his, question, told 
how Jeroboam picked out Dan and Bethel 
for his places of worship. He pointed them 
out on the map, and passed around a stereo- 
scopic view of Bethel as it is to-day.1 It is 
just a little town of stone houses on a round 
hill. 

Carl said the reason Jeroboam chose these 
two places was because Dan was handy 
to the people in the northern section, and 








1 See *‘ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page “9 in 
this issue. 


of worship that th 
as ahs probably got the 


Bethel handy to those in the southern parts. 
Then, Bethel had always been counted a 
sacred place among the Hebrews because 
Abraham worshiped there when he first 
moved to Canaan, and that was where Jacob 
dreamed about the ladder up to heaven. 

We talked about why Jeroboam set up 
images to represent God, and about the time 
Aaron had made a golden calf for the people 
in the wilderness to worship. Mr. Mason 
thinks it is natural for people to want an ob- 
can see, and Jero- 
ea of the calf from 
Egypt where he had been and where they 
worship the ox, 

Bert’s question was why God had forbid- 
den images. He read the Golden Text, 
which is part of the Second Commandment. 
Then he said when people used an image of 
the invisible God they usually came to wor- 
ship the image after a while, and forgot the 
God that the image stood for. Of course 
teacher had told him thatat our Friday night 
meeting. 

Mr. Stason had us look up John 4: 24, 
**God is a spirit; and they that worship him 
must worship in spirit and truth.”’ He said 
we must learn to think of and love God as an 
invisible spirit, then we won’t be led astray. 

Bulldog explained how Jeroboam made 
priests out of just any old person that he 
wanted to, when God had only the de- 
+ scendants of Levi should be priests. 

Then Fatty was called on to tell how Jero- 
boam’s scheme worked out. He said it 
kept the people from going back to Reho- 
boam all right, but it led them away from 
God and into idolatry. Of course, God 
couldn’t bless them then, and they had sin, 
trouble, wars, and everything till they finally 
were captured and taken prisoners to Nine-+ 
veh. It all started with Jeroboam’s scheme 
to keep himself on the throne, and ever after 
he was known as ‘Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, who made Israel to sin.’’ 

Teacher says it never pays to do wrong in 
order to bring about a right result. Business 


‘THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


men are fi that out: and the idea that 
they have to cheat in order to make money 
is about given up. . 7 

He told a story about a 
it was smart to get good in schoo! 
cheating, but he graduated and got a 
job in an office he found that he had cheated 

imself, for he didn’t know enough to hold 
the job, ' 

Next lesson is about a good king in the 
southern kingdom, That will kind of take 
the bad taste of Jeroboam out of our mouths, 
Our home questions are: 


Who was the second king of Judah? 

Who was the third king of Judah? 

What reforms did Asa carry out? 

What recipe for national prosperity did a 
prophet give Asa? 

In what way did the population of Judah 
increase ? 

What was the purpose of the people gath- 
ering at Jerusalem? 

hat idols ought our country to destroy? 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
Truth. 
The unifying effect of interdenominational 
gatherings. - ' 
The need of spiritual conceptions, 
The mistake of wrong methods for right 


who thought 


ends. 


Beginning. 

Review of the kings. (Blackboard chart.) 
Questions. 

Why did Jeroboam set up two sanctuaries of 
his own? 

Where were these sanctuaries? (Picture.) 
* Why did he select Dan and Bethel? 

Why did he set up images? , 

When before had Israel worshiped the image 
of a calf? 

Why had God forbiddeh images? 

Why was it wrong to take common people 
for priests ? 

What evils came from these ects of Jero- 
boam? 


TerRE Haute, IND. . 
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A School of the Bible, of Culture, of Preaching, of Mis- 
sions, of Prayer and of Methods. Extended courses by 
prominent interdenominatiopal leaders. Boston advan- , 
tages. ‘Tuition free. Address for catalog and corre- 
spondence ry Natpes R. Wood, ‘Gordon Bible 
Institute, ton, ey 
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Boston’s Bible Institute 


WHAT ARE THE 


Some one has answered, “ En 


the Times. 


*Will you order the 
asked. ‘I will,’ said I 
“ Respectfully, 


his new-found friend ? 


1031 Walnut Street, — - 








SWEETEST WORDS 


IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE? 


closed find check.” Buta let- 


ter recently received from a member of The Sunday School 
Times family contained words ‘that were much sweeter, at 
least to the management of The Sunday School Times: 


“ At a luncheon while at Presbytery last week, 
I learned that a gentleman who sat next to 
me was an active Sunday-school worker. 
Being enthusiastic over what The Sunday 
School Times has done for me and my 
school, I inquired if he were a subscriber to 

Upon his reply of ‘No,’ I told 

him the merits of the paper.and of the In- 

troductory Subscription Rate of 50 cents for 
six months or 25 cents for three months. 


Times for me?’ he 
, and here is his name. 


“T. C. ARMSTRONG, 


“ Alvin, Mo.” 


How many of its subscribers can The Sunday School 
Times depend upon this week to tell one ether person 
about the paper as convincingly as Mr. Armstrong’ told 





THE SunpDAyY ScHoo. Times. COMPANY 


Philadelphia 


Ask for Book Department Catalogue 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, August 15, 1915 


Be True to Your Ideals (Acts 26 : 12-19. 
An honorary members’ meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Stability of porpese(s Cor. 7: 20-24). 
TUES,—Our ambition (Rom, f& : 13-17). 
WED.—A man that succeeded (Dan. 1: 


8-16). 
‘THuRS.—A man that failed (Jonah 1 : 1-16). 
FR1,—Death, but not defeat (John 19: 1-12). 
Sat.—Christ’s ideals (Isa. 11 : 1-10). 











What is your highest ideal ? 
Where do you get your ideals? 
Spiritual versus material ideals, 


OME. lives are nearly as stagnant as it is 
possible for a living thing to be, They 
move neither forward nor backward, 

content to hold, if they can, what they pos- 
sess, and not ambitious to gain anythin 

more, Other lives lose ground visibly. Eac 

time we see them they have slipped back a 
little. Will-power is relaxed, and their ex- 
pectation of good for themselves and for the 
world is diminished. There are other men 
who go from strengtli to strength, Each 
day they can accomplish more than the day 
before. Their thought of truth is larger. 
Their confidence in what can be achieved 
and in what God can achieve through them 
is bolder. They are men who pursue ideals 
which are in advance of all past attainment. 


The possibility of such growth and increase 
of life is what makes life so rich and hopeful, 
No man needs to remain what he has been, 
The past is not his goal or bound, It is 
simply his point of departure, the thing he 
begins with. Precedents are meant to be 
just the maiks that we must not fall below, 
not the limits beyond which we must not go. 
What could not. be done by me or by our 
society or by our church last year ought to 
be done this or next year or the year after. 


% 

Paul’s spirit is the spirit of a true life. He 
always followed his duty no matter, where it 
led. When a heavenly vision was given to 
him he did not say, ‘‘ This is different from 
what I am accustomed to; I can’t.’”? He 
obeyed. And there were no limits to his 
obedience or to his readiness to trust God to 
empower him, 

% 


One worthy lesson from war is the lesson 
that the use of life for high ends is better 
than life itself, because it is life in its highest 
use and fulfilment. On the monument to 
Robert Gould Shaw on Boston Common are 
these lines: 


" Right in the van on the red rampart’'s slip- 
pery swell, 
With heart that beat a charge he fell 
Foeward as fits a man ; 
But the high soul burns on to light men’s 


eet, 
Where death for noble ends makes dying 
sweet,”’ £ 


But the principle is a principle for peace 
and life, as well as for war and death, We 
ought always to be going beyond our lives, 
and .recognizing duty and achievement as 
things to be won above the past time and 
above our past selves. 


ei —~ I aimed proudly,—therefore aimed too 
ow, — 

Striving for something visible in my ‘Thought, 

And not the Unseen thing hid far in thine ?’’ 


** Unless thou show to us thine own true way, 
No man can find it; Father, thou must 
lead ! 

Do thou, then, breathe these thoughts into 

' my mind ‘ 
That in thy holy footsteps I may tread | 

The fetters of my tongne do thou unbind, 

‘That I may have the power to sing of thee, 
And sound thy praises everlastingly !"’ 
“ 

An ideal is only good as a thing to be 
pursued, Once overtaken it must be re- 
placed with.a new one. 

Paul’s idea of perfection was forever par- 
suing (Phil. 3 : 14, 15). 

New York. City. 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the ‘following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the. United States and Canada: . These 
rates include postage : ate 

? Five or more copies, either to 
$1.00 Separate addresses or.in « pack- 
age to. one address, $1.00 each, per year. 


One copy, or any number of 
$1 50 copies less than five, $1,50 each, 
per year. 


One copy, five years, $6 00. 
Free Copies 


One free copy addi- 
tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00. rate. : 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
of the 


| feature of their home life. 


E mentioned last week the testimony 

of the late Lord Roberts to family 

ayers and the place they had in his 
household. This week we have the testi- 
mony of C. H. Spurgeon, who was probably 
the greatest soul-winner since the days of 
Paul. He says: ‘* Family devotion is one 
of ‘the greatest of Christian institutions. 
Among our Puritan ancestors it was uhiver- 
sally maintained, and constituted an eminent 
‘Fhey would’ 
sooner have omitted-a meal than have given 
up morning or evening prayer. ‘The benefits 
of their family worship in nurturing an in- 
telligent piety, in influencing the children, 


To the Athenians he was ‘‘ The Unknown.”’ 
The Christian can say, ‘‘ In him we live, and 
move, and’ bave our being.’’ This is what 
makes the difference between one man and 
another. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Think of the mut- 
titude of workers in connection with all our 
churches and missions, Letus praise God for 
them all, But for the heroic self-sacrifices 
of hosts of them the work of God would come 
fo a standstill in many places. Pray for 
work amongst railway men, policemen, post- 
men, and telegraph boys. 


Sat.—Matt. 18: 1-14. Causing to Stumble. 
While human nature is what it is occasions 


for falling into sin will not decrease. This is 
the sad fact regarding the age in which we 
live, ‘*It must needs be that the occasions 


come,’’ but a dire ** woe” is pronounced upon 
those who are the guilty cause of such of- 
feuses. Our safety lies in looking alone to 





and in sanetitying the whole | hold, are 
often noted in their biographies.. It is 
greatly to be feared that family worship is 
not now so general as it once was; and 





The Pandey School ‘Limes will be ont to an 
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the following rate, which includes postage ; 
One copy, one year, 6 shillings. ‘ 


Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 


5 shillings each. 
For Great Britain, Mr. t trench Downie, 21 
ick Lo +, will receive yearly 


Warwi ’ ’ 

or Palt-veesly subscriptions at the above rate, the paner 

to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the snbscrib- 

ers. Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications 
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Evangelists and Pastors 
A REQUEST 


The Commission on Evangelism of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America is 
creating a Library on Ewangelism for the free 
use. of Tunes interested. We want you to belp 
us. If you will; please send to the Commission 
at 608 Lakeside Building, Chicago, Ill., any 
evangelistic books you may possess and can 
88) ¥ spare. ‘I’ publishers of tpligioue 
ks have generoysly donated to the Library 
such works as they have published on this sub- 
ject, and the Glohe- Wernicke Co. hive donated 
® handsome: set of bookcas¢s forthe same. 
e & jon wants ¢ listic sernions, 
iographies of evangelists, and books on the 


=e 


~ fact, or 
gifts will be gracefully acknowle 
W. E. Biederwalt, jetal Secretary 

























All the Best Schools now mark their Class Hooks or 
Cards on the ‘Merit System.”’ ‘This stimulates prompt 
and regular attendance and increases the offering. 
Uur books do this every time—without fail. 


No. 1 (13 names), 5 cents each. 
No. 2 (24 names), 10 cents each. 
No. 3 ($1 names), 1§ cents each. 


The Secretary’s Record 


for geaded and ungraded schools is'a surprise and de- 
light to good secretaries. No..0, 22 classes, 75 cents. 


Shar t obhgtbAt Aheb-WI01! gy 
7 it is not-so easy to stop them when once sé 


The Best $.§. Class Books | ship of the Golden Calf, 





where the form of it is still kept up, ics vital- 
ity is not so vigorous as we could desire. f 
This is greatly to be lamented, and every | 
means should be used to remedy the evil. | 
We cannot afford, in these days of insidious | 
error and abounding temptation, to neglect 
any means of training our households iu the 
fear of the Lord.’’ 


August 9 to 15 


Mon.—1 Kings 12 + 25-33. 
Jeroboam Leads Israel into Sin. 

Jeroboam gained the unenviable notoriety 
of being known as ‘‘the son of Nebat, who 
made Israel to sin.’’ What a title to be for- 
ever branded on a man’s forehead. To him 
| Israel owed her ruin and Judah her fall. 
| Jeroboam’s failure began just where all our 
| failures in Christian life begin, in leaving out 
| God’s promises. The king had visited Egypt, 
| where he had become familiar with calf-wor- 
| ship. This. he introduced to Israel, thereby 
| leading the people te sin: : 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that vour 
life may be fragrant. Pray that you may 
be preserved from leading others into sin. 
| Lt as easyote ‘eug.road, 


| 
| 
| 
| 





going. 
Tues.—Exod. 32: 1-4. The Golden Calf. 

There was no half-heartedness in the wor- 
It was a national 
apostasy. Such is the suggestion in the word, 
** The people gathered themselves together,’’ 
There was no dné to protest. We need cast 
no stones at these people, for too often we 
have permitted other lords to hold sway over 





Jesus, who is ‘able to guard us from stum- 
bling.”’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : This is the Jewish 
Sabbath, Let us pray for the conversion of 
Israel and for the speedy breaking upon this 
people, beloved for the fathers’ sake, of the 
glory of the latter day, Pray for all mis- 
stons to the Jews. 


Sun. Hosea 8 Israel’s Judgmen}, 

In some respects the words of this prophet 
are more pathetic than the Lamentations, for 
itis Jehovah’s lament over Israel in spree 
‘The terrible evils of idolatry established and 
practised by Jeroboam were now manifesting 
themselves. Calf-worship was the ruin of 
Israel. The prophet sees a dread crisis 
fast approaching, for judgment always follows 
upon forgetfulness of God. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Again the Lord’s 
Day has come round, Oh, for the spirit of 
burning to fall to-day upow all the gather- 
ings in our churches. The power to bless 
the world, and the power of work and inter- 
cession that will avail will depend upon the 
spiritual state of the church. Pray that the 
spirit of judgment and burning may come. 

EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND. 
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Winifred’s Visitor 
Nancy Byrd Turner 


T’S ONE thing to be an important person 
_ traveling alone to grandfather’s on ‘the 





| out lives. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: Pray for the | 
heathen who in his blindness bows down to 


wood and stone. Are there not tdolaters tn | 


©. r, same, but cloth bound, gr.0o. Money refunded Christendom who have made to themselves 


if not delighted. 
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OPEN ALL THE YEAR. POCONO MANOR; PA, 
Pocono Summit Sta. D. L. & W. RR. R. 


Under Quaker management ; 1,800 feet above sea 
evel; acres ; finest scenery in Pocono Mouns 
tains ; table, water and Friendly environment ; pri- 
vate baths; exhilarating golt, tennis and bowling ; 
ample garage ;. fine stone roads. JW, 
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A T \ YSTEM OF HOUSE CLEANING, Send 
«t.8-@ ten cents for sample and particulars: {ee 
Railway Chemical Mig. Co., ead ville, 


Missionary Studies. 
for the Sunday-School 
Edited by George H: Trull 


These small, inexpensive books are written es- 
pecially for circulation among Sunday-school 
scholars. They are issued in three series, and 
the second and third series in two grades each, 
Junior and Senior. 

rice 20 cents each, postpaid, ro or more 
copies, 15 cents each, not postpaid ; so 
ro cents each, not postpaid. 
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gods out of their gold? Pray for such. 


Wed.—1 Kings 13: 1-10. Jeroboam’s Altar. 

The. unknown *‘man of God’’ uttered 
God’s message against the king. Those whe 
go of God’s.errands need not fear the face 
of man. In threatening the altar God threat- 
ened the founder and the worshipers. — Al- 
most immediately the threat was executed 
and the altar was rivea in twain. God knows 
all the purposes to which we put his altars 
and why we take up our places in his sanc- 
tuary. Let us learn that even kings must be 
smitten if they defile the altar of God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Seek dy prayer 
to-day that all unreality, duplicity, and 
hypocrisy may be purged out of the life. 
Pray for all those whe minister in holy 
things that they may do so with a single eye 
to the glory of God. 


Thurs.—Rom. 6: 12-23. Wages of Sin. 

Sin pays a dreadful. wage.’ Who can 
understand what is comprehended in this 
gaim term’ ‘‘death;’’ It is a word as full as 
it is short. “Death—physical, moral, spirit- 
ual, and eternal. It is costly thing to sim 
Is it worth it? As the sparks fly upward 
and as the rain falleth to the ground, so sin 
leads to death. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for the great 
ctty rescue misstons, Magdalen homes, and 
similar institutions. In these establishments 
how clearly we see the truth of our lesson. 
Wages ave being paid in this life by a creel 


taskmaster. 


Fri.—Acts 17 : 22-34. The Altar at Athens. 


train, and another thing to reach there 
and find yourseif ever so much/younger and 
smaller than anybody else on the place. ‘Up 


| to this time, Winifred had always’ lived too 


far away to visit her grandparents, but now 
that the homes were closer. together, it had 
heen decided to send her up-state to stay 
with her mother’s people while things were 
being settled in the new. home. 

She was very proud of coming alone, and 
very pleased with everything she found. 
But after the first few hours, strangely 
enough, there seemed something lacking in 
her pleasures. She was not homesick, be- 
cause mother herself was coming shortly. 
No, it could not be homesickness. After a 
whileshe knew that-her trouble was the want 
of a playmate. 

By noon of the second day she had grown 
very solemn, ind once or twice, when her 
eyes seemed to smart, and she put up a 
finger, it came away wet. ‘‘Oh, dear me,’’ 
she thought,thurriedly, *‘I think I’ll take a 
look at the parlor; ‘that’s the only room I 
havén’t Been. through, yet. It ought to 
make a’splendid cave.’’ 


; During hot weather the parlor blinds were 


kept closed, so that when Winifred pushed 
open the door and slid in from the bright 
hall, she found it dark .in .there, and cool 
and quiet. A spicy-smell of matting and of 
old polished furniture greeted her, but her 
eyes, unused to the shadows, could not make 
out anything plainly, at first, and she decided 
to wait a while tintil the room grew lighter. 

All at once she sat up, blinking. ‘The 
room was still dark, but one long ray of sun- 
light -had fallén across it from somewhere, 
and at the end of the light, as though at the 
end of a climbing,.golden pathway, stood a 
fair little girl dressed in white and carrying 
a big bouquet of bright flowers. She had a 
sweet litte face, half-smiling, dimpled - and 








The preacher is called to interpret fo mén 
what- they do not. interpret. to themselves. 


blue-eyed, and beside her -was a tiny dog, 


“his-ears-pricked ‘knowingly. 








‘(Lesson for August 15) July 31, 1915 ° 


| Winifred reachéd out glad arms.  ‘‘ Hul- 
lo !’’ she said, ‘* Did you come to see me?”’ 
* But the little girl stills smiled silently, and 
Winifred, Heinys Sed warm, delicious scént 
of roses, smiled back. ‘* Your flowers are 
pretty,”’ she said. ‘*Wanttoplay?” ” 

Still the child said nothing, however,— 
even when Winifred whistled coaxingly ‘to 
the cunning oe who togk-no notice, either. 

She lay and shut her eyes t, 
counting till the clock in the hall had ti . 
two whole minutes away. Then she opened 
her eyes again joyfully, and sat up. J 
But the room was quite dark once more ; 
there was no sign 
Grieved and amazed, Winifred up 
stumbled out where the older folks sat. She 
looked at them with a quivering lip. ‘* Where 
did the little girl go?’’ she cried. 

‘*What little girl, dearie?’’ asked Aunt 
Bess. ‘ 
‘Well, well!’’ exclaimed grandfather, 
**the baby’s been dreaming !”’ 

But grandmother drew Winifred to her. 
**No,’’ she said, ‘*not even asleep,—not 
with those clear, wide-open eyes. ‘Tell'us 
what you mean, dear child.” 

While Winifred told her story, they lis- 
tened surprised and puzzled, After she had 
finislied, grandfather led her back into the 
parlor. She peered around eagerly, hoping 
against hope for a glimpse of the fair child 
she had lost, but the room was dusky dark, 
and she looked in vain, ‘‘‘Gone!’’ she 
choked, sorrowfully. 

Presently grandfather walked to the wir- 
dow and touched the shutter, A narrow 
shaft of sunlight shot across to the other 
wall. ‘* Look, look, thére she is !’’ Wini- 
fred cried, jumping. in her joy, And sure 
enough, at the end of the yellow path of 
sunlight again stood the little stranger, sweet 
and smiling. 

The shutters. flew wide, now, and Wini- 
fred gave'a little gasp. For the child still 
stood before her, but a few feet’ up on’ the 
wall instead of in the path, and a gilt frame 
enclosed her and tlie-tiny dog ! ; 

_ Grandfather lifted Winifred and held her 
up to. the picture; °** your heart !’’ he 


said, huskily.. ‘t Suge enong), you didn’t 
| dveam, my ailie ! "ie nile ast cling into 


The sweet, smiell was, that, roselbush, in, the 
hot su hd et ohitee” Ang the , ittle 
girl herself, —who do you think she is?” 

_ **I know I’ve séen her. face before,” 
Winifred answered, slowly. 

** And so you have. That’s your mother, 
dear, when she was age,-—your little 
mother and her dog Tray.’” He. held. her 
closer, and she kissed the. sweet visitor’s 
face and the wee dog’s fiir. 

**Put me down, now, gtandfather,’’ she 
said, happily. ‘I’m not one bit lonesome 
any mote !”’ 


STANARDSVILLE, VA. 


ee 


Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


281. Of which three greatest cities in the 
world was it truly prophesied that one 
should become a!bare rock in the midst 
of the sea where fishermen should dry 
their nets, another a den for wild beasts, 
and another a wilderness and a dwell- 
ing-place for dragons without an in- 
habitant ? 

282. What city shall be named ‘* The Lord 
is there ’’? 

283. Whose war-horses were swifter than 
leopards and fiercer than the evening 
wolves ? 

284. What two leaders in Israel were blinded 
by their enemies ? 


285. Who wrote the doom of the greatest 
city in the world in a book, and what 
became of that -book ? 





Answers to Last’ Week’s Questions 
276. Amos (Amos 8 : 6). 
277. Micah (Micah-5 : 2). 
278. Micah (Micah 6.: 2). 
279. Psalm 22. 


280. When the men of Bethshemish were 
stricken with a pestilence for looking 
into wie Ark of God- (i Sam. § : 4,.5). 


PHILADELPHIA, 





little girl f dog. . 
ttle gi ae one 

























